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\\ ho e re while the happj Garden fun^ 
By one m^ns difobedicnccM, now Im 
Rccov^r'd Pai-adife ro allmanjdnd 



rr 



Tn 



By -one mans hrm obedience fully 'tri'd 
1 iirough all temptation, and the Tempter foii'd 
in all his Wiles, defeated and repuls'r. 
And E4en rais'd in the waft W'ilderncfi. 

Thou Spirit wlio ledfl this glorious Eremite 
into the Dgfert, his Viaorious Field 
r?amft the Spiritual Foe, and broughf'fthim tl:ence 
By proof the undoubted Son of God, infpire 
As rliou art wont, my prompted Song eJfe m'ute, 
1 bear through highth or depth of natures bounds 
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^ Paradife Regain d. 

With profperous wing full fumm'd to tell of deeds 
Above Heroic, though in fecret done, 
And unrecorded left through many an Age, . 
Worthy t' have not remained fo long unfung, ' 
Now had the great Proclalmer with a voice. 
More awfull than the (bund of Trumpet, cri'd 
Repentance, and Heavens Kingdom high at hand 
To all Bapriz'd: to his great Baptiifmffock'd 
VVich aw the Region? rount;!, and with them came 
From Naz^aretb the Sonoi. Jofeph deem'd • 
To the flood yordatty came as then obfcure, 
Unmarkt, unknown; but him theBaptiflfbon 
Defcri'd, divinely warn'd, and witncfsbore • 



his 
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His witnefs unconfirmed : on him baptized 
so Heaven open'd, ^nd inhkenefs of a Dove 
"The Spirit defcendedj while the Fathers voice 
' From Heav'n pronounc'd him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adverfary, who roving ftill 
About the world, at that affembly fam'd 
Would not be laft, and with the voice divine 
Nigh Thunder-ftruck, th' exalted' man, to whom 
Such high attcft was giv'n, a while furvey'd 
With wonder, then with envy, fraught and rage 
Flies to his place, nor refts, but in mid air 

^"^ <i.r S™""^^^ fummons all his mighty Peers, 
Within thick Clouds and dark ten-fold involved, 
A gloomy Coniiftory- and them amidfi: 
With looks agaft and fiid he thus befpake. 

O ancient Powers of Air and this wide world. 
For much n,ore wIlW^ 

This our old Conciucir,,than remember Hell 







r 



i 



Varadife Regain d, 



1 







f 



Our hated habitation ; well ye know 
How many Ages, as the years of men. 
This Univerfe we have pofleft, and rui'd 
^°In- manner at our will th' affairs of Earth, . 
Since Adam and his facil confort Eve 
Loft Paradife deceived by me, though fince - 
With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be infliibed by tlie Seed of Eve 
Upon mv head, long the decrees oF Hcav'n 
Delay, tor longefltime to him is fhort • 
And now too fbon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compaft, wherein wc 
Muft bide the ftroak of that longthreatn'd wound, 
<i°At leaft if Co we can, and by the head r 
BroWe be not intended all our power 
To be infringed, our freedom and our being. 
In this fair Empire won of Earth and Air * 
For this ill news 1 bring, tl^Womans feed 
Deftin'd to this, ,is late of \^^oman born. 
His Birth to our jufl: fear gave no fmall caufc, 
But his growth now to youths fuUflowr, difplaying 
AH vcrtue grace and wifdom to atchieve 
Things higheft, greatefl:, multiplies my fear, 
7^Beforehim a great Prophet, to proclaim 
His coming, is fent Harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the Confecratcd ftream- 
Pretends to wafh off iin, and fit th^m fo 
Purified to receive him pure, or rather 
To do him honour as their King; all come. 
And hehimfelf among them was Baptiz'd, 
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
. The Teftimohy of Heaven, that who he is 
Thcjiccforth the Nations may notdoubt^ I &w 
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Friradifi Kegaind. 

^^TIic Prophcr do liim rc^xrcncc, on liim riling 
Out of the U^atcr, Hcav'n above thcCloucis 
Unfold hrrCrvilal Doors, rhcnceonliishcad 
A perfect Dove defccnd, what e'rc it meant, 
And outof Hcav'iitheSov'raiga v'oicc I hear 
This i> my Sonbclov'd, ni lum'uniplcas'd. 
ilis Mother then is niorral, bui his Sire, 
He who obtain:^ ths Monarchy o!: Hcav'n, > 
A]id what- will he not do to advance his Stm ? 
Hisiiril-bcgot wcknow, and ibre have felt, 

^"Whcn his fierce thunder drove us to the deep ; 
VVlio this is we mud learn, for man hefcems 
In all his lineaments, though in his face 
Thcgliqjpfcs'of his Fathers glory l"hine, 
Ye Ice our danger on the utmoft edge 




Ot hazird, which admits nolong debate, 
But mufl: with (bmcthing fudden be opposed,- 
Not force, but well couchM fraud, well woven fnarcs, 
i^ re m the head ot Nations he appear ' 

Their King, their Leader, and Supreamon Earth, 
xooj,, when no. other durll, fole undercook 
The drfmal expedition to find out 
And ruine Adam, und the exploit performed 
Succefsfully ; a calmer Voyage now 



VV .11 vva c me ■ and the way found profpVous or 
Induces bell to hope of like fucccfs^ ^ 
He ended, and his words impveffion left 
ry^TSoA --^"^ .^-^^ent to th' infernal Crew, 
A tl (? H-;:"?. ^"'P-'f ^' ^^"'^ deep difhiay ' ' 

"oFo lolJ H '"''^^ ' ^'"^ "« ^i"^^ ivas then 
U° ^°-^ '"dulgcnce lo their fears or ^n^i • 

Unammouuhey all eommir the care ^ 

A.Ju.,..gementof this main enterprize 
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To him their great Dilator, whofe attempt 
At hrft agamft mankind fo weU had thriv'd 
in Mam's overthrow, and led their m;^rch 
From Hell's deep-vaiiltcd Den to dwell m light 
Regents and Potentates, and Kings, ycz godl ' 
0[ many a pleafant Realm and Province wide 
So to the Coafl; of Jordan he -directs 
'■^<^His eafie Ibps • .girded with ftaky wiles, 
Where he might likcjicft find this new-declar'd 
1 his Man ot men, arfcflcd Son of Qod, * 
Temptation and all guile on him to try • * 
So to (ijbvert whom he rufjx6}cd rais'4 ' 
To end his Reign on Eanh fo long cnjoy'd : 
But contrary unweeting he fulfilPd 
71ic^n-pos'd Counferpre-ordain'd and fixt 
Oi the mofl High, who in full frequence bri^t 
Of Angels, thus to G^^r/t /finilingfpake. 
■oGah-iel this day by proof t^iou (halt behold. 
Thou and all Angels convcrfanton Earth 
With man or mens affairs, howl begin 
To vcrifie that (blcmn mcffage late, 
Oji which I fent thee to the Virgin pure 
In Galilee^ that fhe fhould bear a Son 
Great in Renown, and call'd the Son of God ; 
Then toldll her doubting how thefe things could be 
To her a Virgin, that on hcrflrould come 
The Holy Ghoft, and the power of the highefl 
'OVc-fliadow her: this man born and now up-grown 
To fhewhim worthy of his birth Divine 
And high prediction, henceforth I expofe. 
To Satan j let him tempt and now affay 
His utmofi: fiibtilty becaufe he boafts 

And vaunts of his great cunning to tlic tlirong 
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10 A TaradifeKegamd. 

of his Apoftafici he mighchave learnt 
Lefs overweening, fincc he fail'din Jobj, 
Whofe conftanc perfcverance overcame 
VVliat c're his cruel malice could invent. 

r 

J-'=He now ftiall know I can produce a man 
Of female Seed, far abler to refill 
All his fbllicirations, and at length 
All his vaft force, and drive him back to Hell, 
Winning by Cotiqucft what the firft man loft 
By fallacy furpriz'd. But firft I mean 
To exefcife him in the Wildernefs, 
There he Ihall firft lay down the rudiments 
Of his great warfire, e're I fend him foith 
To conquer Sin and Death the two grand foes, * 

'6oBy Humiliation and ftrong Sufferance : ■»i^ 

His wealcnefs {lull o'rccomc Satanic ftreno-th 
And all the world, and mafsof fin full fleth- 
That all the Angels and^therial Powers, ' 
They now, and men hereafter may difcern, 
jh-om what confummatc vcrtue I have chofe 
1 his perfea Man, by merit call'd my Son. 
To earn Salvation for the Sons of rnen. 

So fpake the Eternal Father, and all Heaven 
Admu-:ng ftood a fpace, tloen into Hymns 

"t:!ytt T.^ " ^^^^-1 meafurcLov'd, 

VX V t^^■"'' "l^ '^'' ^he argument. 
KWeZ' K ™'"P?'"^^^Son Sf God 
iNow entung his great duel, not of arm. 

But to V „fi, by wifdon^'hcSift w LT ' 

-S-awhateVoma;;::^^^^^^^^^^ 

Allure, 
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Allure, or terrifie, or undermine- 

'5°Be fruftrate all yeftratagems of Hell, 
And dcvillifli machinations come to nought. 

So they in Heaven their Odes and Vigils tun'd ; 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet fome days ' 
Lodg'd in Bethahara where John baptized, 
Mufing and much revolving in his breft. 
How befl: the mighty work he might begin 
Of S^iviour to mankind, and wKich way firft 
Publifh his God-like office now mature 
One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading; 

*^^And his deep thoughts, the better toconvcrfe / 
With foliuidc, till far from track of men, 
Thought following thought, and ftcp by ftepled on, 
l^T^ncrcd now the bordering Defert wild. 
And with dark fliades and rocks environ'd round, 
His holy Meditations thus purfu'd. 

Q what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awakn'dinmefwarm, while I confider 
What from within I feel my felf, and l^ar. 
What from without comes often to my cars, 

^^°II1 fbrting with my prcfent (late compared,. 
When I was yet a Child, no childilL play 
To me was picafing, all my mind was fet 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be publick good • my felf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth. 
All righteous things : therefore above my years, 
The Law of God I read and found jc fwcet, 
M;ide it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To fuch pcrfc(5tion, that eVe yet my age 

^^^°Had mciifiir'd twice Hx years, at our great Fcaii 

I went" into the Temple, thereto hear 
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The Teachers of our Law, and topropofe 
WTiat might improve ipy knowledge or their own ■ 
And wasadmir'd by all, yet this not all 
To which my Spirit afpir'd, viftorious deeds 
FlamM in my heart, heroic a6ts, one "while 
Torefcue i/w/frora the Rowanyoke^ 
Then tofubdueand quelo're all the earth 
Brute violciice and proud Tyrannick pow'r, 
22oTill truth were freed, and equity reftor'd / 
Yet held it more humane, more heavenly firft 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 
And make perfwafion do the work of fear • ' 
Atlejfttotry, and teach the erring Soul ' 
Not Wilfully mif-doing, but unwarc 
Miiicd; theftubborn only todeftroy 
Thcfegrowing thoughts my Mother foor 
By words at times caft forth inly rejoyc'd 




oQ 



gb 



\ 



CS 



To what Iwhth facred ve.tue and True worth 

S matd ;^; n' ^""S'^ ^^°^^ example hi;, 
«r matchlcfs Deeds exprcfs thy matchlefsire 
For know, thou art no Son of moiS man 
Though men efleem theelowoTpa ..T ' 

ThyF,,i,er,s the Eternal King whorls 
-ftll Heaven and Eirrli a h ""Juimcs 

AmelTenPer '^ronTr ' 1 f '^' ^''^'^ Sons of men, 

And ofthy kiagdoSe 1^:,°" ^^"'^'j ^brone, 
ToSh>oh 3±^J^^°f^-^/^/--run 



To She°phe ds w^t^^^^^^^ 

1 '^^^^-i^ching at their folds by r 
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And told them the Mefiiah now Wv,. born 
■Whercrhey might (ee him, and to thee they came- 
Direfted to the Manger where thoukis^ ^ 

For in thc^ Inn was lett no better room: 
A Star, not feen before in Heaven appearing 

= 5oGuided the Wife Men thither from theEaft, 
To honour thee with Inccnfe, Myrrh, and Gold, " 
By whofe bright courfeledon they fouiidthe pkcc^ 
Affirming it thy Star new grav'n in Heaven, 
By which they knew the King oilfrael bom. . 
Jufl: Simeon and Prophetic Anna^ warn'd 
By Vifion found thee in the Temple, and fpate 
Before the Altar and the veiled Pricft, 
Like things of thee to all that preftnt flood, 
T^having heard, flraightl again rcvolv'd 

2^=Thc La\^and Prophets, fearching wJiat was wnt 
Concerm*ngthe MefTiah, to our Scribes 
Known partly, and foon found of whom they Ipakc 
lam; thischiefly, that rny way mufl lie 
Through many a hard aflay even to the death, 
E're I the promised Kingdom can attain, 
Or work Redemption for mankind, whofe fms* 
Full weight mufl be transfcrr'd upon my head- 
Yet neither thus difliearten'd ordifmay'd. 
The time prelixt I \7aircd, when behold 

=^7oTheBaptill", (of whole bihh I oft had heard. 
Not new by fight) now come, who 
Before Mclliah and his way prepare. 
I aiall others to his Baptifm came. 
Which 1 believ'd was from above ; but he 
Strait knew mc, and with loudeft voice prodaim'd 
Me him (for it wa? fhew'n him lb from Heaven^ 

Me him whofe Harbinger he was 3 and fir/i 
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Refused on me his Baptifm to confer, 
As much hi's greater, and was hardly won j 
asogutasl rofe out of the laving ftrcam, 
Heaven openM her eternal doors, from whcac« 
The Spirit defcended on me hke a Dove, 
And lafl the fum of all, my Father's voice, . 
Audibly heard fromHeav'n, pronounc'dmehis. 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 
He was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time 

Now full, that I no more fliould Hve obfture^ 
But openly begin, as beft becomes 
The Authority which I derived from Heaven* 
^?°And now by fbme ftrong motion I am led 
Into this Wildernefs, to what intent 
I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know • , 
For what concerns my Imowlcdge God reveal^.- 

So fpake out Morning Star then in his rife. 
And looking round on every fide beheld 
A pathlefs Defert, dusk with horrid (hades • 

•T^i 1 • . - . y 
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And he ftill on was led, butwirh fuch thoughts 

300 Accompamed of things paft and to come . 
Lodg d m his brcft, as well might recommend 
Such Sohmde before choiceft Society 
FuU forty days he pafi'd, whether- on hill 

UnTT' ^°" '"'^dy vale; each nisht 
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Norflcepinghimnor waking hawi'd, hiswalk 
The hery Serpent fled, an"d noxious Worm 
The Lion and lierce Tiger glar'daloof. * 
But now an aged man in Rural weeds, 
Following, asfecm^d, thequeft offbmcllrayEwe 
Or withered flicks to gather j which might ferve * 
Agamft a Winters day when winds blow keeq 
To warm him wet returned from field at Eve^ * 
He faw approach, who fir/l with curious eye 
32oPerus'd him, then with words thus littVed foake- 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this plaa 
bo tar from path or road of men, who pals 
In Troop or Caravan, for fingle none 
Durftever, who returned, and dropt not here 
His Carcafs, pin'd with hunger and with droughth ? 
I asloRe rather, and the more admire. 
For thar to me thou (ecm'ft the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing Prophet at the Ford 
Oijordanhoxiom'd fo, ancT call'd thee Son 
33cOf God ; I law and heard, for we fomctimes 

Who dwelt this wild, conftrain'd by want, come forth 
To Town or Village nigh (nigheft is farj 
Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear. 
What happ'ns new ; Fame alfb finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither 
Will bring mc hence, no other Guijle I fcek. 

By Miracle he may, reply'd the Swain, 
What other way I fee not, for we here 
Live on Cough rootsand ftubs, tothirll inui-y 
34oMorethanthc Camtl, and to driqjc go far. 
Men to much mifcry and hardfliip born ; . 
But if thou be the Son of God, Command 

That outofthefe hardftones be made thee bread : j 

So 
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So fli:ilt tliou five th^ folf and us relieve 
• with Food, whereof wc wretched feldome tafte. 
He ended, and the Son of God reply'd. 
link'ft thou fucfi force in Bread ? is it nc 



> y 



not written 



IhinK itcnou lucnioiceiii j->n.au : la iluui 

(Tori diftern thee other then thou fccm'ft) 
Man lives not by Bi'cad only, but each Word 

5^°Proceeding from the mouth of God ; who fed 
Our Fathers here with Manna ; in the Mount 
ilib/?x was forty days, noreatnor di'ank, 
And forty days Eliah without food 
Wandred this barren waftc, the fame I now : 
Why doft thou then fuggcft tomediftruft, 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ? 

Wliom thus anfwcr'd th' Arch Fiend now unJif. 
'Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, -^^uisU 
Who leagu'd with millions more in rafli revolt 

36°Kcpt nor my happy Station, but was drlv'n 
With them fromblifs tgthe bottomlcfs deep, 
Yet to that hideous place not fo confin'd 
By rigour unconniving, but that oft 
Leaving my dolorous Prifon I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this Globe of Earth 
Or range m th' Air, nor from the Hcav'n of Hcuv' 
^ath he excluded my refort Sometimes 
i came amongihc Sonsof God, when he 
^^ve up into my hands Uz.z.ean Job 

B7oTo prove him and iHuftrate his high worth • 
And when to all his Angels he propo>d ' 

I -nd.tool£ offi .""T/f^^ ^'^^y ^'cm'.-i 
Of allhisfl.rJL^n'"'. ^"^^ ^hc tongues 
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■ For what he bids I do ; ' riiough I have loft 
• Much luftre of my native brightnefs, loft 

' Tobebclov'd of God, I have not loft 
350T0 love, atleaft contemplate and admire 
What I fee excellent in good, or fair. 
Or vcrtuous, I (hould fo have loftallfcnfc. 
What can be then lefs in me t]--n dcfirc 
To fee thee and approach thee, Vv^horn 1 Icnov; 
Declared the Son ol God, to hear attent 
Thy wifdom, and behold thy God-like deeds ? 
Men generally think mc mucli a foe 
To all mankind : v/hy fliould I ? they to me 
Never did wrong or violence, by them 
3poI loft not what I loft, rather by them 

IgainJ^'hat I have gain'd, and with them dwell 
Copaitncrinthefe Regions of the World, 
Ifnotdifpofcr; lend them oft my aid. 
Oft my advice by prefliges ati^ fign?, 
Andanfwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 

Whereby they may dirc6l their future life. 

Envy they fay excites me, thus to gain 
Companions of my mifery and wo. 
At firft it may be ; but long fince with wo 
4ooNever acquainted, now I feel by proof, 
Thatfellowfhipin pain divides not fmart. 
Nor lightens aught each mans peculiar load. 
Small confolation then, were man adjoyn'd : 
Thiswoundsme raoft (what can it Ici.^) that Man. 
Man fall'n fliall bereftor'd, I r.ever more. 

To w])om our Saviour fternly thus reply'd. 
Defervedly thou griev'ft,* composed of lies 



t rom the beginning, and in lies v/iJt end ; 
M'ho boalFft relcafc from Hell, and Icuvet 
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4ioInto the Heav'n of Hcav'm, thou com'll indeed. 
As a poor mifcrable captive thrall, 
Comes to the place where he before had fat 
Among the Prime in Splendour, now dcpos'd, 
Ejeftcd, emptied, gaz'd, unpitied, ftiun'd, 
Afpeflacle of ruijior of (corn 
To all the Hoft of Heaven ; the happy place 
Imports ro thee no happinefs, no joy, 
Rather inflames thytormenr, reprefenting 
Loft blifs, to thee no more communicable, 

420S0 never more in Hell then when in Heaven. 
But thou art ferviceable to Heav'ns King. 
Wilt thou impure to obedience what thy fear 
Extorts, or pleafure to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to mifdecm 
Of righteous 7(?^, then cruelly to afflift him 
Wuh all inflidions, but his patience won ? 
The other fervice was thy chofcn task, 
To be a liar in four hundred months •' 
For lying is thy fuflenance, thy food. 

«oYet thou pretcnd'fi to truth j all Oracles 
By thee are giv'n, and what confeft more true 
Among the Nations? that hath been thy craft. 
By mixmg fomewhat true to vent more L 
But what have been thy anfwers, what butdaric 

For CcA u... ° n '° .^'^ fatal (nare ? 
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To thy Delufions ; juftly, fuice they fell 

Idolatrous, but when his purpofe is 

Among them to declare his Providence 

To thee not known, whence haft thou then thy truth,^ 

But from him or his Angels Prefident 

In every Province, whothemfelvesdifdaining 

To approach thy Temples, give thee in com^^and 

What to the fmalleft title thou flialt fiy 

To thy Adorers * tliou with trembling fear. 

Or like a Fawning Parafite obey'ft j 

Then to thy felf afcrib'Il the truth fore-told* 

But this thy glory fhall befbon retrench'd ; 

No more fhall thou by oracling abufe 

The Gentiles : 



tjjp 



henceforth Oracles are ceaft, 



^tions up 



Shalrtie enquii'M ztDelfhos orelfewhere, 
Atleaftinvain, fortheyfhall findtheemute. 
46oGod hath nQW fent his living Oracle 
Into the World to teach his mal will. 
And fends his Spirit of Truth henceforth to dwell 
In pious Heart?, and inward Oracle 
To all truth requifite for men to know. 

Sofpakeour Saviour; but the fukle Fiend, 
Though inly ftung with anger and difdain, 
DiflTcmbPd, and this Anfwer fmooth returned. 

Sharply thou haft infiftcd on rebuke, 
And urgM me hard with doings, which not will 
But mifery hath refted from me • where 
47oEafily canft thou find one mi(erable, 
. And not iufoixM oft-times to part from truth ; 
If it may ftand him more infteadto lye^ 
Sayandunfay, feign, flatter, or abjure? 

But rliou arc plac't above me, thou art I^ori j 
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From rhcc I can and mull fubmifs endure 
Check or reproof, and glad to fcape fo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rou^h to walk 
Smooihon the tongue difcourft, plcahngto thV; 
4S«>And tuneable as Silvan Pipe or Song ^ 
What wonder then if I delight to hear 
Hcrdiiflaces from thy mouth ? moft men admire 






Jcaft, 



permit 

(fincenomani 




Thy Father, who is holy, wileand pure. 
Suffers the Hypocrite or AthcousPrieft 
To rrcad his Sacred Courts, and miaiftcr 
About his Altar, handling holy things, 
♦s'Prayingor vowing, and vouchfaf'd his voice 
To 5^/<sr<?OT Reprobate, a Prophet yet 
Infpir'd ; difdain not fuch accefs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalter'd brow 
Thy coming hither, tlwughlknowthy fcope, 
1 bid not or brhid • do as thou find'ft 
Pernmllon fromabovc ; thou canfcnot more. 

He added not; and Satan bowing low 
thi gray diHimuIation, difuppearM 

^"^\^^""^"d«e-"s'd: for now began 

"^?S ; ''% '"^ r-^' '^ douUe-lhad. 

iiK 'Jtl^'U, Fowls in thir clay ncfts were courh'r- 
And .ow wdd Beans came Jth th^ IZlZ^ol 
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Ean wliilcihc ncw-baptiz'd, who yetremain'd 
At Jorda?i wiih the Baprift, and had fccn 
Himil^om they heard folatccxprdly call'd 
Jefus Mclliah Son of God dccjav'd. 
And on that high Authority had beliv'd. 
And with him talkt, and witV him lodg'd, I mead 
A^drev> and Simov^ fimous after known 
With others though in Holy Writ not nam'd. 
Now mining him thir joy fb lately found, 

^'^So lately found, and fb abruptly. gone. 
Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 
And as the days incrcas'd, increas'd thir doubt : 
Sometimes they thought he might be only (Lewnj 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
A/(?yei wasinthc Mount, and milling long; 
And the great Thisbite who on fiery wheels 
Rode up to Heaven, yet once again to comQ, 
Therefore as thofc young Prophets then with cai'ei 
Sought lofl Eliah^ fb in each place the/e 

^°Nigh to Eet/jabara • in Jcrico 
The City of Palmsj cv£wc;;, and Salem Old, 

B 3 Macharui 
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Mach^rm and each Town or City wall'd 
On this fide the broad lake Gcmz^aret, 
Or m Perca, but rctum'd in vain. 
Then on the bank of >rM bv a Creek : _ 
Where winds with Reeds, and Ofierswhifo ring 
Phiin Fiftermen, no greater men them call, 
Clofe in a Cottage low together got ^ 

Thir unexpected lofs and plaints out breath d. 

JO Alas, from that high hope to what relapfe 
Unlook'd for are we fall'n, our eyes beheld 
Meliiah certainly now come, fb long 
Expected of our Fathers ; we have heard 
His words, his wifdom full of grace and trut^, 

■ Now, now, for fure, deliverance is at hand-. 
The Kingdom fhall to Ifraelht rcdor'd : 
Thus wc rcjoyc'd, but (boa our joy is turn'd 
Into perplexity and nctv amaze : 
For whither is he gonc/i what accident 

♦oHath rapt him from us ? will he now retire 
After appearance, and again prolong 
Ourexpeflafion ? God oflfrael. 
Send thy MdTiah forth, the time is come; 
Behold the Kings of the Ean h how they opprefs 
Thy chofcn, towhathighth thir pow'r unjuft' 
Tjicy have exalted, and behind them caft 
M fear of thee, arifc and vindicate 
Thy Glory, free thy people from thir yoke. 
But let us wait ■ thus far he hath performed, 

Bv V T^ '"'^ '° "^ ^^^^^I'd him, 

llr^JT ^'°/"' ^'^''^ atandfhown. 
In pubhck, und with him we have convcrs'd • 

Lay on hi. Providence, he will not fail 
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Nor will withdraw him now, nor ^ill recall. 
Mock us with his blefl fight, then fnutch him hence. 
Soon wefhallfceoiir hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their pkints new hope refianie 
To find whom it the firfl: they found unlought : ■ 
^oBut to his Mother Mtirj^ when flic faw 
Others return'd from Baptifm, not her Son, 
Nor left at Jordan^ tidings of him none ; 

Within her brcft, though calm, her brcll though pui 
Motherly cures and fears got head, and raisM 
Some troubrd thoughts, which flic in fighs thus clad. 

O what avails me now that honour high 
Tohavcconcciv'd of God, or thatfalutc 
Hale highly favoured, among women blcft j 
WhilcW. to furrows am nolcfsadvanc't, 

70 And rears as eminent, above the lot 
Of other women, by the birth I bore, 
In fuch a fcafon born when fc^rcc a Shed 
Could beubtain'dtoflielterhimorme 
From the bleak air • a Stable was our warmth, 
A Manger his, yet foon cnforc't to fly 
Thence into E^'pr, till the MurdVous King 
WVre dead, who fought his hte, andmilfrngfiU'd 
With Infant blood the flrects oi Bethlehem • 
From Egj'pt home return'd, \nNaz,areth 

^''Hathbccn our dewlling many years, his life 
Private, una6livc^ calm, contemplative. 
Little fufpicious to any King; but now 
Full grown to Man, acknowledged, as I hear, 
h'f,Johnihc Baptifl:, and in publiek fhown, 
Son o wn'd from Heaven by his Father's voice ; 
I look'dfor (bme great change; to Honour ? no, 
But trouble, as old Simeon plain forc-toldj 
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Tlut to the fall and rifing he fliould be 
Of many mlfracl, and to a fign 
5oSpokenagain(^ thatlhrough myvcrySoiiI 
A flvord fhall pierce, this is my favoured lot, 
My Exaltation to Affli(51:ions high ; * 
Affllftcd I may be, ic fccms, and blcll ^ 
1 will not argue tlnr, nor will repine. 
But where delays he now? (()me great intent 

Conceals him : when twelve years hefcarcehadfcen, 
I lod: him, but fo found, as well I fa \y 
He could not loofchimfelf; but went about 
'His Father's bufinefs j what he meant I mus'd, , 

icoSincc underlbnd • much more his abfcncc. now 
Thus long to fome great purpofe he obfcurcs. 
But I to wait v/lth patience am inur'd ; 
My heart hath been a llore-houfc long of thin o-g 
Andjayings laid up, portending ilrange events. 

Thuj Ah)j pondring oft, and oft to mind 
Recalling what remarl^bly had pafs'd 
Since firit her Salutation heard, with thoucrhts 
Meekly composed awaited thefnlfiUing : ^ 

MO rhe while her Son tracing the Deflnt wild. 
Sole hut with holicft Meditations fe'd , 

Intoh,nileltde(i:ended,andatoncc 

Ali his great work to come before him fct ■ 

Howtobegm,howtoaccomplinibeft ' 
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Princes, Heavens antlcnt Sons, Ethereal Tliro^ 
. Dcmonian Spirits now, from the Elcmcnc 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd, 
Powers of Fire, Air, Water, and Earth beneath, 
So may \ye hold our place and the(e mild feats 
Without new trouble ; fuch an Enemy 
Isris'n to invade us, whom no Icfs 
Threat'nsour cxpulfion down to Hell ; 
I, as I undertook, andwith the vote 
^3oConf?'ntlng in full frccqucnce was irapowr'd. 

Have found him, view'dhim, tafted him, but find 
Far other labour to be undcrgon 
Than when I dealt with A^lam firfl: of Mep, 
Though A^am by his Wives allurement fell, 
Jlov^vcrto this Man inferior far, 
If he be Man by Mothers fide at lead. 
With more than humane gifts from Heaven adorn'd, 
Pcrfcclionsabfolutc, Graces divine. 
And amplitude of mind to ^reateft Deeds. 
MoThcrcforcI am retm'n'd, left confidence 
Of my fucccli with Eve m Paradifc 
Deceive yc to pcrfuafion ovcr-(ure 
Of like (ucceeding here j Ifummonall 
Rather to be in rcadincfs, with hand 
Or counfel to aflift; left I who crft - 
Thought none my equal, now be over matched. 

So ipakc the old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamour was aftiir'd thirutmoilaid 
At his command ; when from amidft thcmrofc 

tsoBeliahhc diCTolutefl Spirit that fell, 
Thcfcnfiiullcfl:, and d^tcr Afe^oJai 
ThcflcHilicftincubus, and thus advis'd. 



V 



t 



Set women in his eye and in his walk, 
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That to the fall and vifiqg he fliould be 

Of many mlfracl, an^^ to ^ ^S^ 
^Spokenagainft, that through my vcrySouI 
A fwordfhall pierce, this is my fa vouiM lor, 
My Exaltation ro Afflictions high ; ' 
Afiliclcd I may be, it fcems, and blcft ^ 
I wiJl nor argue tliat, nor will repine. 
But where delays he now? ^ovat great intent 

Conceals l^im : when twelve years hefcarcehad fcen 

- Hod him, but (b found, aswc]llfaw 
He could not loofe himfelr : but went about 
His Father's bufinefs ; what he meant I mus'dg , 

xcoSincc underlland ; much more his abfcncc now 
Thus long to fbme great purpofehe obfcurcs. 
But I CO wait With patience am inur'd j 
My heart hath been a llore-houfe long of thin* 
AndCiyings laid up, portending ilrange events. 

Thu5 Mary pondring oft, and oft to mind 
Recalling what reraarlftbly had pafs'd 
Since firii her Salutation heard, with thoucrhts 

Mcdclycompos\Uwaitedthefulfilhng; 
rhe while her Son tracing the Deferc wild. 
Sole but with holicft Meditations fe*d. 

Into himfelfdefcended, and at once 

All his great work to come before him fct • 

Howtobcgm,howtoaccomplinibe(l ' 
'"Tl ax ' ^^?-^^-"^^^^"' Council fi e • ' 
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Princes, Heavens antient Sons, ^.therealThro; 

. Dcmonian Spirits now, from the Element 
Eac!i of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd. 
Powers of Fire, Air, Water, and Earth beneath. 
So may we hold our place and thefe mild feats 
Without new trouble.; fuch an Enemy 
Isris'n to invade us, whom no Icfs 
Threat'n5 0ur cxpulfion down to Hell • 
I, as I undertook, and with the vote 

^soConfbnting in tuUfrecquencewasimpowr'd, 

Have found him, viewMhim, rafted him, but find 
Far other labour to beundergon 

Than when Idealt with-(4^/^wfirfl:of Men, 
Tliough Arlar?7 by his Wives allurement fell, 
Jlovjigverto this Man inferior far, 
Jf he be Man by Mothers fide at lead, 
With more than humane gifts from Heaven adorn'd, 
PerfetSlionsabfolutc, Graces divine. 
And amplitude of mind to ^rcateft Deeds. 
MoThcrcforeJ am retui-n'd, left, confidence 
Of my fucccfi with E'uc in Paradifc 
Deceive ye to perfuaiion overture 
Of like fuccceding here j Ifummonall 
Rather to be in rcadincfs, with hand 
Or counfcl to afiift; left: I who erf t - 
Thought none my equal, now be over matchy. 
So Ipake the old Serpent doubting, and from all 
''ith clamour was afTur'd thirutmoflai 
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Ac his command • when from amidftthemrofc 
i^cBelialzhc diflbluteft Spirit that fell, 
Thcfcnfiuillen:, and witcv Afii^o da i 
I'licflcllilicft Incubus, and thus advis'd. 
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of men the faircft found j 




iDong daughters oFmen the faircft f 
4any are in each Region palling fair 
As the noon Skic ; more hke to GoddeiTes 
Then Mortal Creatures, graceful! anddifcrcct. 
Expert in amorous Arts, enchanting tongues 
Perfuafive, Virgin majefty with mild 
*oAnd fweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach, 
Skiird to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangl'd in Amorous Nets. 
Such objeft hath the power to fbft'n and tame ■ 
Severeft temper, fmooth the ruggcd'Il brow, 
Enervc, and with voluptuous hope difTolve, 
Draw out with credulous defire, and lead 
At will the manlieft, rcfbluteft breft. 
As the Magnetic hardefl: Iron draws. ^^ 

Women, when nothing elfe, beguil'd the heart; 
;i7oOf wifeft Solomon, and made him^build. 
And made him bow to the^Gods of his Wives. 

To whom quick anfwer Satan thus return'd. " 
Belial, in much uneven fcale thou weigh 'ft - 
All others by thy fclf ; becaufe of old - 
Thou thy felf doat'ft on womankind, admiring 
Thirfhape, thir colour, and attraai^^e erace, * 
None are, thou think'll, but taken with fuch toys. 
Before the Flood thou with thy lufty Crew, 
- Fa Ift txrl'd Sons of God, roaming (he Earth 
^«oCaft wanton eyes on the daughters of men. 
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Paphne, or Sewele, Antiofa, 
Or Amymone, Syrinx^ many more 
" Too long, thcnlay'ft thy fcapes on names ador'd, 

j^cApollo, Neptune^ Jupiter or Tan, 

Satyr, or Fawn, or Silvan ? But theft haunts. 
Delight not all ^ among the Sons of Men, 
How many have with a fmile made fmall account 
Of beauty and Ker lures, eaGly (corn'd, 
All her affaults, on worthier things intent ? 
Remember that TelUan Conquerour, 

A Youth, how all the Beauties of the Eaft 
He flightly view'd, andflightlyoverpafs'd ^ 
How he firnam'd of Africa difmifs'd 

-Qoln his prime youth the fair Iberian Maid. 
For ^domonht liv'd at eafe, and full 
• Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'dnotbeyoad 
Higher defignthap.to enjoy his State j 
Thence to the bait of W^menlay expos'd ; 
But he whom we attempt is wife far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind. 
Made and fet wholly on theaccomplifhment 
Of greateft things , what Woman will you find. 
Though of this age the bonder and the fame, 

aioOn whom his leifure will vouchfafe an eye 
Of fond deCre? or fliould fhe confident, 

^ Queen ador'd on Beauties Throne, 
Defcend^withall her winning charms begirt 
To enamour, as theZone of ^eww once 
Wrought that t?kSt on Jove, fo Fables tell ^ 
How would one look for his Majeftickbrow 
Seated as on the top of Vcrtaes hill, 
Difcount'nance her defpis'd, and put to rout. 
Ail her array : her female pride dejefi-, . 
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52«Or turn to reverent aw ? for Beauty Hands 
In the admiration only of weak minds 
Led captive- ceafe to admire, and ajl her Plumes 
Fall flat and flirink into a trivial toy. 
At every fudden flighting ^uite abafhc : 
Therefore with manlier objefis we mud try 

• Hisconftancy, with (Iich as have more fliew 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praifc; 
Rocks whereon grcatcft Men have ofreft wrcck'd ; 
Or that which only feems to fatisfie 

ajoLawfulldefii'es of Nature, not beyond j 
And now I know he hungers where no food 
Is to be found,* in the wild Wildernefs , 
The reft commit to me, I fii^U let pafs 
No advantage, andhis ftrengihas oft aflay. ♦ 

Heceas'd, and heard their grant in loudacclaim} 
Then forthwith to him takes a chofcn band 
Of Spirits likeft to himf^f in guile ' 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 
If caufe were to unfold fomc aftivc Scene 

^4cOf various Perfonstach toknow his part • 

Where ftiU from (hade to {hade the Son of God 
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After forty days farting had reraain'd, 

\V W^"lf t^' '^"^ ^" ^^'"^^If ^hus fad. 
WndHnpT^ ^•^'^/"d? four times ten days 
KftJ no.T°,^^ "^''^'^"'^ ^""'-"^ fo°d 
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Nature hath necdof wh^t (he asks; y 
Can fatisfie that need fomc other way, 
Though hunger ftill remain : foit remain 
Without this bodies wafting, I content mc 
And from the fting of Famine fear no harm 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts tli^t feed 
Me hungring more to do my Fathers WL^ 

26^^ It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 
Commun'd in falentwalk, then laid him down 
Under the hofpitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven , there he flept. 
And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream 
Of meats and drinks. Natures refrefliment fweet- 
Him thought,he by the Brook of Chcrith ftood ^ 
Andfa^ the Ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing Even and Morn, 
Though ravenous, taught to abftain from wliat they 

=7oHefaw the Prophet alfo how he fled (brought: 

Into the Defert, and how thc?e he flept 
Under a Juniper ; then how awak't, 
'He found his Supper on the coals prepared, 
.And by the Angel was bid rife and eat, 
And eat the fecond time after repole, 
Theftrength whereof fuffic'd him forty days j 

^ /-v r*^ j-v »- * #^-. ^rt *.L_ ^A^ ^-. . ^t_ X7 7T ' 7 1 t 
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Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
Or asagueft with Daniel m hisPuHe. 
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^^^Lcfthisgi-ound-ncft, high towring to difcry 
The morns approach, and greet her with' his Song: 
As lightly from his grafly couch uprofe 
Our Saviour, and f^und all was but a dream, 
Faftinghe went to flcep, and fafting wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon Iiis ftcps he rcar'd. 
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orhofe high top to ken the profpea round. 



view. Sheep-cote or Herd ; 
EC, Herd or Sheep-cote none I 
bottom faw a plcafanc Grove, 
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Thither he bent his way, ,^^^^™^^^^i^^7^ 
To reft at noon, and entr'd foon the fliade . 
High roofc and walks beneath, and alleys brown ^ 
That open'd in the midfta woody Scene, 
Natures own work it feem'd ( Nature taught Art ) 
And toa! 



Gods and Wood-Nymphs ; 
When fuddenly a man before him flood. 



he viewed it ^^ 
(round, 




Notruftic as before, but feemlier clad,' 
3ooAsoneinCity, or Court, or Palace bred, ..^ 
And with fair (peech thefe words to him addrels'd. 

With granted leave officious. I return, 
But much more wondg:that the Son of God 
In this wild fbllcude fo long fhould bide 
Of all things deftitute, and well I know. 
Not without hunger. Others of fbme note, 
As ftory tells, have trod this Wildernefs ; 
The fugitive Bond-woman with her Son 
Out call Nehaloth^ yet fqun^^he relief 
3ioBy a providing Angel j all the race 
Oiljrael here hadtamifh'd, had not God 
RainM from Heaven Manna, and that Prophet bold 
Native of Thebes wandring here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to cat, 
Ot thee thefe forty days none hath reeard. 
Forty and more deferred here indeed, 

T1..U nu'!l'^'''',^'r^'' ^vhat conclud'ft thou hencc? 
Thf y all had need, I as thou fceft have nan.. 
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How haft thou hunger then ? Satan reply'd 
3 2^Tell me if Food were now before thee (cl ' 
Would'ft thou not eat ? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, anfwer'djefus. Why fhould that 
Caufe thy refufal, laid the fubtle Fiend, 
Haft thou not right to all Created things, 
Ow not all Creatures by juft right to thee 
Duty and fervice, nor to Itay .till bid. 
But tender all their power? nor mention I 
Meats by the Law unclean, or offer'd foil 
To Idols, thofe young Daniel could refiife - 
33oNor proffer'd by an Enemy, though who ' 
Would ftruple that, with want oppreft? Behold 
Nature afham'd, or better toexprefi, 

Troufci'd that thotifliould'ft hunger, hath purve 
V From all the Elements her choiceft llore 
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He fpake no dream, for as his words had end. 
Our Saviour hfting up his eyes beheld 
In ample fpace under the broadeftfhade 
340A Table richly fpred, in Regal mode. 
With difhes pill'd, and meats of noblcft fiirt 
And favour, Beafts-of chafe, or Fowl of game, 
In Paftry built, or from the fpir, or boyl'd, 
Gris-amber-fteam'd ; all Fifli from Sea or Shores 
Freflier, or purling Brook, of /hell or fin, 
And cxquifiteft name, for which was drained 
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35oAnd at aftately fide-boai'd by the wine 

That fraCTaDtrmdldiffui'd, in order flood 
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^,11 ftriDlIn" youths rich clad, of fairer hew 

Uader the Trees now tnp'd, now foIeTnn flood 
Nymphs of Diana\ train, and Natadcs 
With fruits and flowers from Amallhea shorn. 
And Ladies of the Hefperides, that fcem d 
Fairerthanfeign'dof old orfabldfmce 

Of Fairy Damfels met m forcit wide 
3«oBy Knights of Logres, or of> Ljones, 

Lancelot or Pelleas, or Vellenore, 

And all the while harmonious Airs were heard _ 

pipes and winds 

Of gendelT gale "Arabian odors fann'd 

From their foft wings, and i^/or-iz's earliefl fmells. 

Such was the fplendour, and the Tempter nd^f 

His invitation carncflly rcncw'd. 

What doubts the Son of God to fit and eat ? 

Thcfe are not fruits forbidden, no interdict 
37oDcfcnds the touching of the(e Viands pure, 

Thir tafte no knowledge, works at Icaft of evil. 

But life preferves, deftroys life's enemy, 

Hunger, with fweet reftorative delight. 

All thcfe arc Spirits of Air, and Woods, and Spring?, 

Thy gentle Minillcrs, who come to pay 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee thir Lord : 

Wlmt doubt'ft thou Son of God ? fit down and eat. 

Fo whom thus Jtfus temperately reply'd: 
Said Ilthou_not that to all things I had rfaht ? 
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ssoAnd who withholds my po;;';£; jTghJtoufe ? 

Shall receive by gfc vvb,t of m/ own, 
.When and where ikes me hpfl- T /, j •. 

I can at will. aJTIT!'^^^ I can command? 



Command 



not, aflbonasthou- 



a Table in this Wilder ncfs, ' 
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And call fwifc flights of Angels miniflrant • 
Array'd in Glory on my cup to attend : 

Why fhouldft thou then obtrude this dlHgcnce, 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find. 
And with my hunger what haft thou to do ? 

S90 Thy pompous Delicacies I contemn, 

And count thy fpecious gifts no gifts but guiles. 
To whom thus anfwer'd Satan malccontcnt : 
That I have alfb power to give thou fcefl. 
If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
What I might have tcftow'd on whom I pleas'd, 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chofe to impart to thy apparent need, • 
Why fiiouldfi thou not accept it ? but I fee 
What Ircan do or offer is fiifpeft; 

400 Of thek things others quickly willdifpofe 

Whofe pains have earn'd the far tet (poil. With that 
Both Table and Provifion vai^ifbM quite 
With found of Harpies wings, and Talons heard 3 
Only the importune Tempter Hill remained, 
And with thefe words his temptation purfu'd. 
By hunger,, that each other Creature tames, 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd j 
Thy temperance invincible befidcs, 
For no allurement yields to appetite, 

i^io And all thy hcartis fet onhighdefigns, 

'High actions 5 but wherewitluo beatchievM? 
Great tkSts. require great means of enterprife. 
Thou art unknow, unfriended, low of Birth, 
A Carpenter thy Father known, thy lelf 



Bred up in poverty and flreightsathomci • 
Loft in a Defert here and hunjrer-bit : 
Which way or from v/hat hope doft thou ^ipirc 
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I iny uiii^'iObiJt gold that got him puifTantfviendsJ 
Therefore, if at great things thou wouldft arrive, 
Get Riches firft, get V\^ealrh, and Treafurc heap,^ 
Not diiJicult, if thou hearken to me, 
Riches are mine. Fortune is in my hand ; 

_ y% « # 4 4 4 
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4^0 1'hcy whom I f Lvour thrive in wealth amain, 
VVhilc Vcrtue, Valour, Wifdomfit inwaat. 
To whom thus Jefus patiently rcply'd;^ 
Yet Wealth without thcfe three is impotent. 
To giiin dominion or to keep it gain'd. 
VVuncfj thofeantier^;. Empires of- the Earth, 
Tn highth of all thir flowing wealth diflblv'd : 
^nt men cndu'd with thcfc have oft attalu'd 
In lowed poverty to higheft deeds ; 
Qiiton and Jefhtha^ and the Shepherd lad, 
Whofc off-fpring on the Throne oijttda fat 
So many Ages, and fliall yet regain 
That feat, and reign m i/r^c/ without end. 
Amongthc Heathen, (for throughout the World 
i o me IS not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy ot Memorial) canft thou not remember 

WS'11"'& ^-S? »=! could c„,ucma 
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Richr.r1.r.., .1 ;? ?{ "'^"ii=*5^na could contcn: 

«=> SwhSoT '^ ^'°"^ .^'^^ hand of Kmgs. 
^na What uimc fecms wamlim. but rhnr T ^ 
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May al(b in dils poverty as fbon 
Accomplifhwhat they did, perhaps and more? 
Extol not Riches then, the toyl of Fools, 
The wife mans cumbrance if not fhare, more apt: 
To flacken Vcrtuc, and abate her edge, 
Than prompt her to do aught may merit praife. 
What if withhkc averfion 1 rcjeft 
Riches and Realms j yet not for that a; Crown, 
Golden in fhcw, is but a wreath of thorns, 

♦**=* Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and Qeeplefs nighW 
To him who wears the Regal Diadem, 
WTicn on his fhoulders each mans burden lies j 
For therein ftands the office of a King, 
His Honour, Vcrtuc, Merit and chiefPraife, 
That^or the Publick all this weight he bears. 
Yet he who reigns within himfclt, andiules 
Pafiions, Dcfires, and Fears, is more a King; 
Which every wife and vcri^pus man attains: 
And who attains not, ill afpircs to nile 

470 Cities of men, or hcad-ftrongMuhitudcs, 
Subjc6t himfclf to Anarchy within, 
Qi* lawlcfs paffioas in him v/hich he fervcs. 
But to guide Nations in the way of truth 
By faving IDo^rine, and h*om errour lead 
To know, and knowing worlhip God aright. 
Is yet more Kingly, thisattra<Ets the Soul, 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part. 
That ot'...r o'rc the body only reigns, 
And off by force, which to a generous mind 

4^c So reigning can be no fincci'c delight. 

^^Ss^fides to give a Kingdom hath been thouglit 

Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous, than to alTume. 

C a Riches 
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niches are needlcfs then, both for thcmfelves. 
And for thy reafon why they fhould be fought. 
To gain a Scepter, oftc ft better mils r. 
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O fpakethcSonof God, and Satan flood 
A while as mute confounded what to fay. 

What to reply, confuted and convinc'c 
Ot-his weak arguing, and fallacious drifr^ 
At length collecting all his Serpent wiles, 
Witbfbothing words rcnc\v'd, liimthus accofls. 

I fee thou Icnow'ft: what is of ufc to know. 
What bed: to fay canftf-iy, to do can rt: do- 
Thy anions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Containsot good, wife, jurt:, thcperfc6lfhape. 
Should Kings and Nations from thy mouth confult, 
Thy Counfcl would be as the Oracle 
Urim and Tbumwiw, thofc oraculous gems 
On Aaron^s breafl : or tongue of Seers old 
Infallible; orwcrtthou fought to deeds 
That might require th' array of war thy skill 
Ofconduvflwouldbefuch, that all the world 
Could not fuflain thy Prowcfs, or fubfifl 
In battel, though agaiufl thy few in arms. 
Iliefc God-like Vertuc: wherefore doft thou hide? 
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ABctlnig private are, ui u--. ^ -^ — ^ _ 

In ravage Wlldefdemefs, wherefore deprive 




Affefting private life, or more obfcure 

- " kmefs, ..-- 

All Earth her wonder at thy ads, thy felf 





The fame and glory, glory the reward . 
That fble cxxites to high attempts the Hame 
Of moll erefled Spirits, mofl temper'd pure 
jEthcriil, who all pleafiircs elfe defpifc,^ 
All treafuresand all gainefteem as dro(s, 

30 And dignities and powers all but the highefl ? 
Thy years are. ripe, and over-ripe, the Iba 
Of Macedonian Philtp had e'rethefe 
Won JJia and the Throne of Cyrus held 
At his difpofe, young Scipio had brought dowi-^ 
The Carthannian pride, young Tompey quell'd 
The Tontic King and in triumph had rode. * 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, 
•Quench not the third of glory, but augment. 
Great Julius, whom »ow all the world admires 

*;> The more he grew in years, the moreinflara'd 

. VVuhgloiy, wept that he had liv'clfolong 
Inglorious : but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus rcpIy'J. 
Thou neither d oft perfuademe to fcek wealth 
For Empu-cs fake, nor Empire to affea 
For glories fake by all thy argument. 
Eor what ,s glory but the blaze of fame, 
1 he peoples praife, if always praife unmixt .? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
.0 A mifcellaneous rabble, who extol ( prn 

Worlw^rrf '''} ^^^^Sh'd, fcarce worth the 
iffio w no?^ 1^^ "t''' '^'y ^^"'^^ "ot what ; 

And "X^Z^, ^ - ;3J3 the other. . 
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To live upon thir tongues and be tblr talk. 
Of whom to be difpratsM were no fmall praife ? 
His lot who dares be fingularly good. 
Th' intelligent among them and the wife 
Are few, and glory fcarce of few is rais'd. 
^o This is true glory and renown, when God 
Looking on the Earth, with approbation marks 

A - M K 
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The juft man, and dcvulgcs him through Heaven 
To all his Angels, who with true applaufc 
Recount his praifes j thus he did m joh^ 
When to extend his fame through Heaven & Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach mayft well remember. 
He ask'd thee, haft thou feen my fervant Job ? 
Famous he was in Heaven, on Earth Icfs known j 
Wheie glory is falfe glory, attributed 

70 To things not glorious^ men not worthy of fame. 
They err who count it glorious to fubdue 
By Conqucft far and wide, to over-run 
Large Countries, and in ficlS great Battels win, 
Great Cities by affiuik: what do thefe VVorthie?, 
But rob and fpoil, burn, {laughter, and cnflavc 
Peaceable Nations, neighbouring, or remote. 
Made Captive, yet dcferving freedom more 
Than thofe rhir Conqucrours, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin wherefoe're they rove, 

80 And all the flourifhing works of peace deftroy. 
Then (well with pviJc, and muftbe titPd Gods,' 
Great Benefactors of mankind. Deliverers, 
Worfhip't with Temple, Prieft and Sacrifice j 
Ooeis the Sonof T^tf'i^f, of A/^ni the other. 
Till Conquerour Death difcovcr them fcarce men, 
Rowling in brutilTi vice:^, and defornl'd. 
Violent or fhamcfull death thir due reward. 
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But if there be in glory aught of good, 
Ic may by means far dificrcnt be attained 

90 Without ambition, war, or violence j 
By deeds of peace, by wifflom eminent. 
By patience, icmpcr.^nce j I mention ftill 
Him whom thy wrongs with Saintly patience born 
Made iamousina Land and times oblcure; 
Who names not now with honour patient j'o^? 
Voox Socrates (who next more memorable? ) 
By what he taught and fuffer'd for fo doing, 
For truths fcikeiuftering death unjull, lives now 
Equal in hme to proudeftConquerours. 

00 Yet if for fame and glory aught be done, 
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His wafted Country treed from Pmic rage, » 
The deed becomes uiTprais'd, the man at leaft, 
Andlofcs, though but verbal, his reward. 
Sliall I feck glory then, as vain men feek 
Ofcnotdcfcrv'd? I (eeknotminc, but his 

. V V ho flnt mc, and thereby vvitncfs whence I am. 
1 o whom the Tempter murmuring thus reply'd, 

.Ji'^'V^-^^^^'gl^^ of glory i therein feaft ^^ 
A I"? u'S t iy great Father : he feeks elory 

' By Ss"!^;;^'?' "o . '°"^^^'" "^ Heaven ■ 
^fe^r:;r'noy"™^"Soodorbad, 
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Or Barbarous nor Lf'^'l ^'^^^ ^^^ Greek, 
'-' F^-om u.-hi. foes ^n^^^^ ^^clar'd ; ' 

To when o r.'? • '_"^) g'^^y he cxafts 
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And reafon ^ fince his word all things product 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, ' 
But to fhcw forth his goodnefs ar^d impart * 
His good communicable to every foul 
Freely ; of whom what could he le(s expe6l 
Then glory and benediiiion,. that it thanks, 
Theflighteft, eafieft, readieft recompence 
From them vvho could return him nothing elfc 

no And not returning that would likelie/l render ' 
Contempt inflead, difhonour, obloquy ? 
Hard recompence, unditable return 
Forfo much good, lb much beneficence. 
But why fhould man (cek glory? who of hiso 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 
Butfcondemnation, ignominy, andfliame? 
Who for fo many benefits received 
Turned recreant to God, ingratcand falfe. 
And fbof all true good Jiimfclf dcfpoil'd, 

J 40 Yet, flicrilegious, to laimfelf would take 
That which to God alone of right belongs j 
Yet fo much bounty is in God, Tuch grace. 
That who advance his glory, nottfcir own, 
Them he himfelf to glory will advance. 

So fpakc the Son of God ; and here again 
Satan had nottoanfwer, but flood ftruck 
with guilt of his own fin, for he himfelf 
Infatiable of glory had loft all, 
Yet of another Plea bethought him foon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, faid he, Co deem. 
Worth or not worth their fcxking, let it paft: 
But to a Kingdom tliou art born, ordain'd 
To fit upon thy Father D^^7■^J Throne; 

By Mothers fide thy Father, though tliy right 
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Be now in powerful! hands, that will not parf 
Eaffl'^- rrompoffcffion won with arms^ 
7«^^^ now and allthepromisM land 
.Reduc'c a Province under Roman yoke. 
Obeys Ttberm ; nor is always ruPd 
With temperate fway ; oft have they violated 
The Temple, oft the Law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once 
A^itiochzis : an J think'ft thou to regain 
Thy right by fitting ftill or thus retiring 
So did hot Machahem : he indeed 
Retir'd unto the Defert, but with arms ; 
And oVe a mighty King (b oft prevailed 
That by ftrong hand his Family obtained, 

;, the Crown, and Darvids 
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Though Pric 
J 70 With Modin 

If Kingdom move thee nor, let move thee Zeal, 
And duty ; Zeal and d^ty are not flow - 
But on Occafions forelock watchfuU wait. 
They themfclvcs rather are occafion .bell. 
Zeal rf thy Fathers houfe. Duty to free 
Thy Country from her Heathen fervkude • 
So (halt thou bed fulfill, bcft venfic 
The Prophets old, who fung thy endlefs rai^jn, 
1 he happier raign fhe fooner it begins, 
>sc Raiga then ; what canft thou better do the while ? 

lowhom our Saviour anfwer thus returned. 
AUthmgs arebeft fulhll'd in their due time 

ff"of r; ^" '' V^.^'^-g^' Truth hath (aid : 
:»-natitlhall never enrl C.,\.^.\. ' 



He n wfcr u ^" P;|>Torc hath decreed. 
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'What if he hath decreed that I {hall fiift 
Be try'd in humble ftate, and things adverfc, 
19° By tribulations, injuries, infults, 
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Contempts, andfcorns, and fiiarcs, and violence. 
Suffering,, abftaining, quietly expeiting 
Without diftruft or doubt, that he may know 
Whatlcan fuffer, how obey? whobeft 
Can fuffer, beft can do ^ beft reign, who firft 
Well hath obcy'd ; jufl: tryal eVe I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My everlafting Kingdom, why art thou 
Sollicitous, what moves thy inquifition ? 
Khow'ft thou not that my rifing is thy fell, 
Andtny promotion will be thy dcflru(5lion? 
To whom the Tempter inly rackt rcply'd. 
Let that come when it comes 3 all hope is lofi; 
Of my reception into gra(^ j whatworfe? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear , 
If there beworft, the expeiftation more 
Of worfe torments me than the feeling c^n. 
I\.ouldbeat the worft^ worft is my Port, . 
My harbour and my ultimate i-cpofc. 
The end I would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime ; whatever for it felf condcmny. 
And will alike be punifh'd; whether thou 
Raign or raign not^ though to that gentle brow 
Willingly I could flie, andhopethy raign, 
From that placid afpe<a and meek regard. 
Rather than aggravate my evil date. 
Would Rand between me and tlv^^^'l^!? '!?' 

( Whufc Ire I dread more than the fire oi Heil ; 
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A fticltef anda kind of fhading cool " ^ 

Interpofition, as a fummcrs cloud. 
If I then to the vvorft that can be haft, 
Why move thy feet (b flow to what is beft, 
Happicft both to thy felf and all the world, 
That thou who worthieft artfliQuld'ft bcthirKing) 
Perhaps thou lingrcflin deep thoughts detained 
Of the enterprise fb hazardous and high ; 
No wonder, for though in thee be united* 
230 What of perfeiSlrion can in man be found. 
Or human nature can receive, confider 
Thy life hath yet been private, moft partfpcnt 
At home, fcarce view'd the Gallilean Towns, 
And once a year Jcrupthm^ few days 
Short fojoui-n ; and what thence could'ft thoif obferve? 
The world thou haft not ften, much lefs her glory, 
Enipires, andMonarchs, and thir radiant Courts' 
Beft fchool of beft experience, quickeft in fight 
Li all things that to greateft anions lead. 
=4oThcwircft, unexperienc't, will be ever 
■ Timorous and loth, with novice mo Jefty, 
(Ashe who feeking Affes found a Kingdom ) 
Irrefolute unhardy, unadventr "" ^ 
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A fpatious plain out ftretch'c in circuit wide 
Lay pleafaht • from his fide two rivers flow'd 
Th' one winding, the other ftraitand left between 
FairChampain with lefs rivers interveind 
Then meeting joyn'd their tribute to the Sea 
Fertil of corn the glebe, of oyl and' wine 
With herds the pafturcs throng'd,with flocks the hiUc 
Huge Cities and high towr'd, that well might feem 
The feats of mightieft Monarchs, and fb large 
The Profpeft was, that here and there was room 
For barren dcfert fountainlefs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 
Our Saviour, and new train of word's began. 

-Well have we fpeeded, and o're liill and dale, 
Foreftand field, and flood, Temples and Towas 
Cut flaorter many a league ; here thcu behoWft 
AUjria and her Empires ancient bounds, 
Araxes zn^the Ctf_/p;^w lake, thence on 



Weft, 

And oft beyond j to South thePerJia?^ Bay, 
And inacceflible the Arabian drouth : 
Here Nimvee, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninm old, 
Of that firft golden Monarchy the (eat, 
Andfeat o{ Salma?jaJJar, whole fucccft 
Iffaelin long ciptivity ftill mourns j 
There Babylon the wonder of all tongues, 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Jtidah and all thy Father Davids houfe 
Led captive, ViX\dJerHfalem laid wafte, 
TillC^rwj (et them free , Terfefolis 
His City there thoufeeft, ond BaBra there ^ 
Ecbatffna her ftruJture vaft there fliews, 
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And Hecatompjlos her hundred gates, 

T-u^f^ i^^yCtUw r^in/rrnrr. amber ftrea 
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The drink of none but Kings; of later flim 
Built by Emathian^ or by Partbla?i hands, 

290 The great Seleucfa, Nifi^^, and there 

• Artaxata^ Tercdon^ TefipImTy 

Turning with eafie eye thou may'fl: behold. 
Allthefc theP^rfj&fi^w, now fome Ages pad, . 
By great Arfaces led, who founded firft 
That Empire, under his dominion holds 
I?ornthe luxurious Kings of A?Uioch won. 
Andjuft in time thou com'fttohave a view 
Of his great power; for now the Parthian Kin^ 
In Ctejifhon hath gathered all histloll 

300 Againft the59t^/^;;^ whofeincurfions wild • 
Have wafted Sogdiana ; to her aid 
He marches now in haft; fee, though from far. 
His thoufands, in wha|iMaitial equipage 
Thcyiffue forth, Steel Bows, and Shafts their arms' 
Of equal dread in flight, or in puriiiit ; 
AllHorfcmcn, in which fight they moft excel; 
See how m warhke Mufter they appear. 
In Rhombs and wedges, and- half-moons, and wings. 
Hclook tand faw what numbers numberlefs 

Ur'? Fff .r^P°^^-'<J. light, armed Troops 
In coats of Mml and Military pride : ^ " 

In Mail dnrhorfcs clad, yet fleet and ftron^ 

And ;i^^^;.., to the Hyrcanian cliff 
f1 T^'^' ^nd dark 7^,,,^;, dalT 
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OiAdiahene, Mcdia^ andtheSouth 

320 Of Sufimm^ to Balfara^ hav*n. 

He faw them in thir forms of battel ranp'd 

How quick they wheel'd, and flying behind^henxftot ' 

S^iafp fleet of arrowy (hower againft die face ' 

Of thir purfuers, and overcame by flight • 

The field all iron caft a gleaming brown ' 

Norwantcd clouds of foot, nor on eachhorn, 

^ Cmraffiers all in fteel for ftanding fight; 
Chariots or Elephants endorft with Towers 
Of Archers, nor of labouring Pioners 

330 A multitude with Spades and Axes arm'd 
To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill 
Or v/here plain Was raift hill, or overlay * 
Withbridges rivers proud, as with a yoke • 
Mules after thefe, Camels and Dromedaries^ 
And Waggons fraught with Utenfils of war. 
Such forces met nor, nor fc^wide a Camp, 
^^\\tr\ Agrican with'all his Northern powers' 
Befieg'd ^/^?wc/7, as Romances tell; 
The city of Gallaphrone^ from thence to win 

340 The faireft of her Sex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many Proweft Knights, 
Both Taynimy and thePea*s 01 Charkmane. 
Such and fb nuraa'ous was thir Chivalry; 
At fight whereof the Fiend' yet more prefum*d. 
And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may'ft know I feek not to engage 
Thy vcrtuc, and not every way fccure 
On no flight grounds thyfafcty; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and fliewn 
3J0 AU this fair fight; thy Kingdom though foretold 
By Prophet or bv An eel. unlcfs thou 



Endca- 



■> 



4-- 



'* » 

kV 



t ■ 



.- J 




^V 




I 



• ?* 






<^ 





e. 




V 



4^» 



Varadife Regain d. 

Enc3eavour, as thy Father David M, 
Thou never flialt obtain ; predi61:ion ftill 
In all things, and all men, fuppofes means 
Without means us'd, what it predifts rcv9kcs. 
But fay thouwert pofTefi'd of David's Throne 
By free confent of all, none oppofite, 
Samaritan or Jew ^ how could'lt thou hope 
Longto enjoy it quiet and fecure,^ 

360 Between two fuch encloCng enemies 

Rorr^an aad Varthian ? therefore one of thefe 

Thou mull make furethyown, t\iQTartbian^x^ 

By my advice, as nearer and of .late 

Found able by invafion to annoy 

Thy country, and captive lead away her King? 

Antigomfs, and old Hjrcamrs bound, • 

Maugrc the Roman : it fhail be my task 

To render thee the Parthian at dilpofe ; 

Chufe which thou wilt^by conqueftor by league* 

370 By him thou flialt regain, without him not. 
That which alone can truly reinftallthee 
In D^Ws royal Seat, his trueSucceffor, 
IJcliverancc of thy brethren, thofeten Tribes 
Wh. fe off-fpringinhis Territory yet fcrve 
inHabor^ ^ind among the Jkf^^fx difpers'c 
Ten Sons of Jacob, two of Jofepb loft 
1 hus long from Ifrael ; ferving as of old 
1 hir Fathers in the land of Egppt fer v'd. 

Theft if from fervitude thou fhalt reftore 



Shalt raign,andR,^, or C<.rnotneed fear 
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To whom our Saviour anf\ver'd thiis Unmov'd 
Much oftcntatidn vain of fleflily arni. 
And fragile arms, muchinftrumentof war 
Long m preparing, fbon to nothing brought ' 
Before mine eyes thou haft fet; and in my car 
590 Vented much policy, arid proje61:sdeep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
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Will unpredl'fi and fail me of the Throne: 
My time I told thee^ ( and that time for thee 
Were better fartheft off) is not yet come ; 
When that conies think not thou to find mc flaclc 
On my part aught endeavouring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumberfome 
4o» Luggage of War there (hewn me, argument 
Ot human weaknefs rather then of ftrcngth. 

My Brethren, as thou call'ft them ; tliofe Ten Tribes 
I muft deliver, if I mean to Aign 

Davids true heir, and his full Scepter (way 

To juft extent over all Ifraelh Sons • 

But whence to thcetliis zeal, where was it then 

' 1. 

For IJraely of for David^ or his Throne, 
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IJy-ael, which coft- the , 
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By three days Peflilence? fuch was thy zeal 

To Ifiaehhcn^ the fame t'hat now to me. 

As for rlioft^ckptlve Tribes, thcnifelycs were they 

Who wrought their own captivity, fell o£F 

From God to worfhip Galves, the Deities 

Of Egypt^ Baal next and Ajhtarofh^ 

And all the Idolatries of Heathen round, „ ^ , . 

P Befidc^ 
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.Bcfidcsthir other worfethan heathcnifh crimes - 
Nor in the land of theii- captivity 

■420 Humbled themfclvcs orocnicent befought 
The God^f* their Forc-rathers ^ but Co dy'd 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 

" Lilce to themfekes, diftinguifliable fcaree 
FromGcntils, but byCircumcifion vain, 
And God with Idols in their worfliip joyn'd^ 
Should I of thefe the liberty regard, 
Who freed, as to their antient Patrimony, 
Unhumbrd, unrepentant, unreform'd, 
Headlong would follow; and tothir Gods perhaps 

"f^o Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them lerve 
Thir enemies, who ferve Idols with God, 
Yet he at length, time tohimfelf befi: known, 
Remembring y^^r^Z^^w by fbme wond'rouscall 
May bring them back repentant and fincere. 
And at their paffing cleave the Jffjrian flood. 
While to their nativ(^iand with joy they haft. 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 
When to the promisM land thir Fathers'pafs'd ; 
i his due time a'nd providence I leave them. 
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Sofpakc Ifracls true King, and to the Fiend 



i>o tares It whca with truth fallljood contends. 
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The fourth BOOK. 
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Erplex'd and troubPd at his bad fuccefi 
The Tempter ftood, nor had what to reply, 
Difcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope, 
So oft, and the perfiiafive Rhetoric 
That fleek't his tongue, and won (b much on E-ve^ 
So little here, nay lolt , but f ve was E've^ 
This far his ovCr-match, who fclf deceiv'd . 
And rafli, before-hand had no better wcigh'd 
The flrength he was to cope with, or his* own : 

^o But as a man whohad been matchlefs held 
In cunning, over-rcach't where lead he thought,' 
Tofavehis credit, and for veryfpight 

. Still will be tempting him whofoyls him Hill, 
And never 



/ 



afe, though to his fliame the more; 
Orasafwarm of flies in vintage time," 
About the winc-pre(s where fvveet mouft is powr'd. 
Beat oft", returns as oft with humming (build ^ 
Or furging waves againft a folid rock. 
Though all tofiiivers dafh't, the aflault renew, 
^° Vain battry, and in froih or bubbles end , 
So Satan, whom repulft Upon repulie 
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Met ever; and to fliamcfiill filence brought,. 
Yet gives not o'rc though defpcratc of fuccefi. 
And bis vain importunity purfiics. 
He brought our Saviour to the Weftern fide 
Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Aflother plain, long but in bredth not wide ^ 
Wafh'd by theS9U[:hcrnSea, and on the North 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills 

soThatlcrecn'd the fruits of th' earth and feats of n^en 
From cold Seftentrion blafts, thence in the midfl 
Divided by a river, of whofe banks 
On each fide an Imperial City ftood^ 
With Towers and Temples proudly elevate 
On feven frriall Hills, with Palaces adorn'd. 
Porches and Theatres, Baths, Aqviediids, 
Statues and Trophees, and Triumphal Arcs 
Gardens and Groves prcfented to his cyts^ 
Above the hlghth of Mountains intcrpos'd. 

40 By what ftrangc Parallax or Qptick skill 
Of vifion multiplied through air, orglafs 
Of Tclcfcopc, were curious to enquire : 
And now the Tempter thus his filence broke, 
i he City which thou fceft no other deem 
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So f^- rcnown'd, and wkh the fpoals enricht 
O Nations ; there the Capitol thou feeft 

AWe.hcrcIllifdngh.Le]yhead . 
Un the 7«rp«^„ rock, her Cittadel 
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Many a fair Edifice befides, more like 
Houfcsof Gods (fo well I have difpos'd 
My AeryMicrofcope) thou may'fl behold 
Outfide and infide both, pillars and roofs 
Carv'-d work, the hand of fiim'd Artificers 

fio In Cedar, Marble, Ivory or Gold. 

Thence to the gates caft round thine eye, and fee ' 
What conflux.iffuing forth, or entringin, 
Pretors, Proconfuls to thir Provinces 
Hailing or on return, in robes of State • 
Liftorsand rods the enfigns of thir power 
Legions and Cohorts, turmes of horfe and' wings ; 
OrEmbaflics from Regions far remote 
In various habits on the ^m'^« road, 
Oronthecx£wi//^», fomefromfarthefl: South 

70 Syene^ and where the fhadow both way falls, ' 
Meroe Nilotic Ifle, and more to Weft, 
The Realm of Bocchm to the«Black-moor Sea; 
From the Jfian Kings and Parthian among thefe.' 
From LiMa and the golden CkrfG?iefs^ 
And utmoft hulian Illc Tafrobane^ 
Dusk faces with white filkcn Turbants wreath'd: 
IPtomGaUia, Gades, and the BrittifiWcH, 
Germans and Scjtblans, and S^rmatians North 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric Pool. 

«o All Nations now to Rome obedience pay, 
To Rome*s great Emperour, whofe widedomain 
In ample Territory, wealth and power, 
CiViUty of manners. Arts, and Arras, 
And long Renown thou juftly may'ft prefer 
Before the Tarthian , thefe two Thrones except. 
The reft are barbarous, and fcarce worth the fight, 
Shar'd among petty Kings t 
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Thefe having fhewn thee, I have fiiewn thccall 
The kingdoms of the World, and all thir glory. 
This Empcrour hath no Son, and now is old, 
Old and lafcivious, and from i?t)w?e retii'M 
' To Cafrea an Ifland fmall but ttrong 
On the Cam^aman fhore, with purpofe there 
His horrid luftsin private to enjoy, 
(Committing to a wicked Favourite 
Allpublick chares, and yet of him fufpicious, 
Hated of all, and hating ; with what cafe 
Indu'd wtthReeal Vertues as thou art. 
Appearing and beginning noble deeds, 

'^100 Might'lt thou expel this monfterfrom his Throne 
Now made a ftye, and in his place afcending 
A viftor, people free from lervile yoke ? 
And with my help thou may'ft ; to me the power 
Js given, and by that right I give it thec- 
Aim therefore at no Ws than all the world, 

. Aim at the higheft. without the higheft attain'd 
Will be for thcc no fitting, 
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On Davids Throne, heprophefi'd what will. 
To whom the Son oF Godunmov'd reply'd. 
Nor doth this' grandeur andmajellic (how 
Ot luxury, though call'd magnificence. 
More than of Arms before, allure mine eye, 
Much lefs my rnind ; though thou fhouldft add to fell 
1 hir fumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous fcafts 
On Cntron tables or Atlantic ^on^ • ^ 

Cryftalanavi!' i ■ '^^^^^ey quaff in Gold, 

\-^ntl^^^^^ Gems ^ 

^^>^icarJ, tomefiiould'll tellwhothirft , 



And hunger ftill : then Embaffics thou fhew'/l 
From Nations far and nigh ■ what honour tliat, 
But tedious waft of time to fit and hear 
So many hollow complements and lies, 
Outlandifh flatteries ? then procecd'ft to talk 
Of the Emperour, how eaiily fubdu'd, 
Howglorioufly; I flmll, thou fay'ft, expcll 
A brurifhmonfter: what if I withal! 
Expella Devil who firftmade him fuch? 
13° Let his tormenter Confciencefind him out. 
For him I was not fcnr, nor yet to free 
That People vidlor once, now vile and baft, 
Defervedly made vaflal, who once juft, 
Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquered well^ 
But govern ill the Nations under yoke. 
Peeling their Provinces, cxhaufted all 
By luft and rapine j firft ambitious growa 
Of triumph that infiilting va«ity j 
Then cruel, by thir fports to blood enur'd 
Of fighting bcafts, and men to beafts expos'd, 

Ratnei' s by their wealth, and greedier ffilJ, 

Me nauftlre daily Scene effeminate. 

The ^ife ^n J valiant Man would feek to free 

Th';thus degenerate, bythcmfeli^csenfllav'd. 
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^<^ Aj^ therefore when my feafbn comes to fie 
J Davids Throne, it fhall be like a tree, 
leading and overfhadowingall the Earth, 
r as a ftone that fhall to pieces dafh 
All Monarchies befides throughout the World, 
And of my Kingdom there fhall be no end :• 
Means there Ihall be to this, but wliat the mean?, 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 
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To whom the Tempter impudent repliU 
I fee all offers made by me how flight 
Thou valu'ft, becaufc offered, andrejcdl'ft; * 
Nothing will plcafe the (difficult and nice. 
Or nothing more than ftill to contradi6l ; 
On the other fide know alfo thou, that I 
j6o On what I offer fer as high efteem, 

Nor what I part with mean to give for naught ^ 
All thefe which in a moment thou behold'll, 
The Kingdoms of the World to thee I give j 
Forgiv'n tome, I give to whom Ipleafe, • 
No trifle J yet with thisreferve, notelfe, 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down. 
And worfliip me as thy fuperior Lord, 
Eafily done, and bold them all of me 3 
For what can Icfs fo great a gift defervc ? 

Whom thus our Saviour anfwer'd withdifdain, 
I never lik'd thy talk,,, thy offers lefs, 
Now bo:h abhor, fince thou haft dar'd to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition ; 
But I endure the time, till which expir'd, ivill. ~*- 
1 hou haft pcrmiffion on me. It k w.ittply'd. 
The f rftof all Commandments, Thou fh-..t 
1 he Lord thy God, and only him fhalt ferve 
And dar ft thou to the Son of God propound 
1 o v^jorlhip theeaceurft, now more accurft 



r 



^ 



J 70 



to 



on E^Cy 



,«o For thi. attempt bolder tha^a that on j.'ue, 
?fi T?r "V''™ «..»ft Ace : 



ttll 



y 



/ 



"• ""^ ^y uie rung ot 

Supreme ? ,f ^^ to Lc, 



King: 



57 




Taradife Regain d. 

By thee how fairly is the Giver now 
. Repaid? But gratitude in thee is loft 
Long fmce. Wert thou fo void of fear or fhamc, 

j5,o As offer them to me the Son of God, 
To me my own, on fuch abhorred pail:, 
That I fall down and worfhip thee as God ? 
Get thee behind me; plain thou now appear'ft 
That Evil one, Satan forever damn'd. ; 

To whom the Fiend with fear abafht replied; 
Be not (b fore offended, Son of God j 
Though Sons of God both Angels are and Men, 
If I to try whether in higher fore 
Than thefe thou bear'ftthat title, have propos'd 

200 What both from men and Angels I receive, 
Tctrachs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations befides from all the quartered winds, 
God of this world invok't and world beneath; 
Whbthen thou art, whofe^oming is foretold * 
To me fb fatal, me it moft concerns. 
The tryal hath indamag'd thee no way, 
Rather more honour left and more efteem ; 
Me naught advantag'd, mifling what I aim'd. 
Therefore let pafs, as they are tranfitory. 
The ^Cingdoms of this world ; I fliall no more 
Advife thee, gain them as thou canft, or not. 

aio And thou thy felf feem'ft otherwise inclined 
Then to a worldly Crown, addi6ted more 
To contemplation and profound difpute, 
As by that early a61:ion may be judg'd. 
When flipping from thy Mothers eye thou went'ft 
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Alqjie into the Temple; thei-e was found 

Among the graveft Rabbies difputant 

On points and quqftions fitting Mofes Chair, 
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Teaching not taught i the childhood fhews the maji' 
As morning fliews the day. Be famous then * 

Bywifdom; as thy Empire muft extend, 

^20 So let extend thy mind or'e all the world, 
Jn knowledge, all things in it comprehend. 
All knowledge is not coucb\ in Mofts Law, 
The Tentateuch or what the Prophets wrote, 
The Gentiles alfo know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by Natures light; 
And with the Gentiles much thou muft converfe 
Ruling them by perfuafion as thou mean'ft. 
Without thir learning how wilt thou with them 
Or they with thee hold converfation meet? 

330 How wilt thoureafon with them, how refute 
Thir Idolifms, Traditions, Paradoxes ? 
Error by his own arms is belt evinc't. 
Look once more e'rc we leave this fpecular Mount 
Weftward, much nearci;.by Southwcft, behold 
Whereon the ^ean fliore a City ftands 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the foil, 
Athens the eye of Gi-cece, Mother of Arts 
And Eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hofpitable, in her fwect recefi, 

.40 City or Suburban, ftudio-. walks and fhades: 
SceheretheOhveGroveof^.^^;;;. , '^ 
Ff^ OS retirement, where the ^/r/c Bird 
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ly../..^ there, and painted 5^t7^riS^t: 

There thou {halt hear and leai'n ttxt (ecrct power 

Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 

By voice or band, and various-racafur'd verfe, 

e/£o/i^w charms and Dorian L/r/^Odes, 

And his who gave thcm^breath, but higher fung, 

BYm^Melcfigencs thence Homer call'd, 

Whofe Poem Ihcebus chalieng'd for his own. 

Thence what the lofty grave Tragcedians taught 

In Chorus ox Iambic^ teachers beft 

260 Of moral prudence, with delight received 
In brief fcntentious precepts while they treat 
Of fate, and chance, and change in hnn>an life; 
Highaftions, and high paliioiis bei>v.c(cribihg: 
Thence to the famous Orators repair, 
Thofe ancient, whole reliftlcfs eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce Democratic, 
Shook the Arfenal and fulm^n'd over Greece^ 
To MaceJo77^ zndi. Artaxerxes Throne j 
To Jage Philolbphy next lend thine ear, 

=^7° From Heaven defcended to the low-rooft houfe 
Oi Socrates^ fee there his Tenement, 
Whom well infpir'd the Oracle pronounc'd 
Wifeft of men j from whofe mouth iflu'd fortlj 
Mellifluous ftreams that water'd all the Schools 
Of Academics old and new, with thofe 
Sirnam'd Peripatitics^ and the Seit 
Epicure any and the Stojc fevere ; 
Thefehere revolve, or, as thoulik'ft, at home. 
Till time mature thee to a Kingdom's "jyaight; 

**^° Thefe rules will render thee a King compleac 
Within thy felf, much more with Empii-e joyn'^f. 
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To whom our Saviour fagely thusrepli'd. 
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Think not but that I know thcfe thfngSj, or think 
• I know tbem not ; not therefore am I Aoit 
Of knowing what I aught : he who receives 
Light fi-om abovej from the fountain of light. 
No other doftrlne needs, though gi-antcd true • 
But theft are falft, or hrtle elie but dreams 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 

J''" The firft and wifeftof them allprofc^'d 
To know this only, that he nothing knew • 
The next to fabling fell and fiiiooth ponceits, 
A third fort doubted allthings, though plain fence • 
Others in vertueplac'd felicity, ' 

But vertue joy n'd with riches and long life, 
Incprporal pleafurehe, and carelefs eafe. 
The Stoic laftinPhilofophic pride, 
By him call'd vertue ; and his vertuous man. 
Wife, pcrfca in himfelf, and aU poffeffing 

joo Equal to God, oft (hatifis not to prefer, * 
As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pkafure, pain or torment, d?ath and life, 

^or nUV '^^'^^^^^^'^^^^^' or boafts he can, ' 
o/r i ^!,%^'""^ falk IS but vain boaft, 

Orfubtlefhiftsconviaiontoevade. 
inTv, l^'^'""^^'^^^' «f God much more 

And in themlelves ?.7; ^^S^^ 
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True wifdom, finds her not, or by delufion 
Far worfc, her falfc refemblancc only meets. 
An empty cloivJ. However many books 
Wife men have faid are wearifbm • who reads 

^20 Inceflantly, and to his reading brings not 
A fpirit and judgment equal or fuperior, 

* ( And what he brings, what needs he elfe where (eek J 
Uncertain and unfettPd ftill remains, 
Deep verfi: in books and fhallow in himfelf 
Crude or intoxicate, colleiling toys. 
And trifles for choice matters, worth a Ipuhge ; 
As Children gathering pibles on the fhore. 
Or if I would delight my private hours 
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Our Hebrew Songs and Harps in Babylon, 
That pleas'd fb well our ViiSars ear, declare 
That rather Greece from us thefe Arts deriv'd - 
111 imitated, while they loudcft ling 
The vices of thir Dietics, and thir own 
In Fable, Hymn, or Song, fo perfonating 
Thir Gods ridiculous, and themfel ves pafifiiame" 
3<o Remove their fwelling Epithetes thick laid 
As varnifli on a Harlots cheek, the reft. 
Thin fown with aught of profit or delight, 
Vvill far be found unworthy to compare 
With ^/Wsfongs, to all true tails excelline. 
Where God is prais'd aright, and God-hkcSen, 
The Hohcft of Hohes, an'^ his Saints : 
buch are from Godinfplr'd, notfuch from thee; 

. ""'«s where moraUertue is exprefs't 
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By lig^t of Nature not in all quite loft. 
3 Thir Orators thou then extolPil:, as thole 



■' The top of Eloquence, Statills indeed, 
And lovers of thir Counti-y, as may fcem ; 
But herein to' our Prophets far beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
' The folid rules of Civil Government 
In thir Majeftic unaffefted ftile 
Then all the Oratory of Greece and Rome. 
In them is plainc ft taught, and eafieft learnt, 
What makes a Nation happy, and keeps it (o,- 
&fio\^Tiat ruins Kingdoms, and lays Cities flat j 
Thefe only with our Law befl form a King* 
So fpake the Son of God 3 but Satan now 
Quite at a lols, for all his darts were (pent. 
Thus to our Saviour with ftcrn brow repli'd. 

Since neither wealth, nor honour, arms nor arts,' 
Kingdom nor Erapir^pleafesthec, nor aught 
By me proposed in life contemplative. 
Or aftive, tended on by glory, or farae^ 
What dofl: thou in this World ? the Wilderne& 
?7oFor thee is fitted place, I found theethere, 
And thither will return thee, yet remember 
^Tiaclfomvilthec, foonthou flulthave caufe 
To ^yl[h thou never hadft rejeded thus 
Nicely or cautioufly my ofFer'd aid, 

on ^^^'t^^^^ ^^t thee m ftiort time with eafc 

Now ^ni ^'?? ^ ""' ^^'^"^ ^f ^11 the world, 
WlL P u^^^^ fulnefsof time, thyfeafon, 
Wl a PropheficsoftheearebefttuKiU'd. 
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In their conjunction met, give me to fpell 
Sorrows, and labours oppofition, hate, 
Attends thee, fcorns^ reproaches, injuries. 
Violence and ftripes, and laftly cruel death 
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Real or Allegoric I difcernnot. 



what Kingdom, 



Nor when, eternal fiire, as without end. 
Without beginning ; for no date prefixt. 
390 Dircils me in the Starry Rubric fet. 
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Brought back the Son of God, and left him there 
. Feignmg to difappear. Darknefs now rofe * 

As day-hghr funk, and brought in lowring night 

Her fhadowyoff-foringunfubftantial both; 
Privation meer oflight and abfent day. 

Our" Savioui- meek and with untroubl'd mind 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried fore, 
400 Hungry and cold betook him to his reft^ 
Wherever, under fome concourCe of {hades 
U hofe branching arms thick intcrtwind might ftield 
t rom dews and damps of night his flielter'd head 
But (heltcr'd flept in vain, for at his head 

n ff ^^^P^'^';,W'^tch'd, and foon with ugly dreams 
Difturb'd his lleep ; and either Tropic no\v 
^an thunder, and both ends of Heav'n the Clouds 
^rom many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 
t lei-cc rain with lightning mixt, water with fire 
uV u "^ '•econcil'd : nor flept the winds 
Within thir ftony caves, but ruft'd abroad 
i-rom tlie four hinges of the world, and fell 
JJn the vext Wildernefs, whofetalJcft Pines, 



Th 



Bow'd 



l; 
1 



I 



% 



■ 'i>: 



I 



/ 






i. 






'-ifi 



m 



) 



\ 



» ; 



ii 




r* 






^4 



Paradife Regain d. 



'A 



Bow'd then- StlfFnecb, laadcnwich ftormy blufb; 
Or torn up (hccr : lU waft thou J^'ouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only ftoodft 
UnOiaken ; nor yet ftaid the terror there, 
Infernal Ghofts, and Helhfli Funes, mund 
Environed thee/ome howPd,rome yell d,fome fiiricVd 
Some bent at thee thir fiery darts, while thou 
Sac'ft unappalPd in calm and fmlefs peace. 
Thus pafs'd the eight fo foul till morning fair 
tame forth with Pilgrim tteps in amice gray 5 
Who with her radiant finger ftill'dthe roar . 
Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds,' 
And grifly Speftres, which the Fiend had raised 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the Sun with more effe6!ual beams 
iao Hii cheatM the face of jEarth, and dri'd the wet 
From drooping plant, or -dropping tree; the birds 
Who all things now behold riiore frefti and green,' 
After a night of ftorm% ruinous, 
Clear'd up their choiceft notes in bufh and fpra/ 
To gratulate the fweet return of morn ; 
Nor yet amidft this joy and brighteft morn 
Wasabfcnt, after allhis mlfchiefdone^' 
The Prince of darkncfs, glad would alfofeem 
- Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 
440 Yet With no new device, they all were fpent. 

Rather by this his laft affront refolv'd, 
Dcfperate of better courfe, to vent his rage,' 
And mad dcfpight to be fo oft repell'd 
Him walking oa a Sunny hill he foun d. 
Back d on the North and Weft by a thick wood. 
Out of the wood he fta * 
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... , „ ^ csm wonted fhape: 

Andmacarele(s.moodthus tohimfaid.' . 
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•Fair morning yet betides thee Son of God 
Afi:er a difmal night ; I heard the rack ' 

As Earth and Sky would mingle ; but my felf 
Was diflant ; and thefe flaws,though moitals fear them 
As dangerous to the pillard frame of Heaven 
Or to the Earths dark bafis underneath, 
Are to the main as inconfiderable, 
And harmlefs, if not wholfom,- as a fneeze 
To mans lefs univerfe, and fbon are gone • 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they Hght 
On man, beaft, plant, waftfulland turbulent. 
Like turbulencies in the affairs of men, 

460 Over whofe heads they rore, and feem to point. 
They oft fore-fignifie and threaten ill : 
This Tempeft atthisDifert moft was bent; 
Gf men at thee, for only thou liere dwell'ft. 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didft reje6l 
The perfet feafbn ofler'd wii;jlj my aid 
To win thy deftinM feat, but wilt prolong 
All to the piiflb of Fate, perfue thy way 
Of gaining D^^i^i/j Throne no man knows when^ 
For both the when and how is no where told, 

j*"° Thou (halt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt ^ 
For Angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 
The time and means: each a61:is rightlieft done, 
^01 when it muft, but when it maybe ieft. 
if thou obferve not this, be furc to find, 
^^hat I foretold thee, many a hard affay 
Of dangers, and adverfities and pains, 
£'re thou of Ifracls Scepter get faft hold ; . 

^Vhereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round, 

^f> many terrors, voices, prodigies 
^^y Warn thee, as a fure Fore-going i^^* 
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So talkM he, while the Son of God lyeiK on 
'And Haid not, but in brief him anfwer'd thus. 

Me worfe than wet thou find'ftnot • other harm 
Thofe terrors which thou fpeak'ft of, did me none • 
I never fear'd they could, though noifing loud ' 
And threatning nigh 3 what they can do as figns 
Betokening, orill boding, I contemn 
As falfe portents, not fent from God, but thee; 
Who knowing I fhall raign paft thy preventing, 
490 Obtrud'ft thy offered aid, that I accepting 
Atleaft might (eem to hold all power of thee, 



Varadtfe Kega'md. 



61 



The Son of God, which bears no finfrlefenV^ 
The Son of God I alfo am, or was, ^^^^'"^^i 
And if I was, lam; relation ftandV 
All men ai^ Sons of God; yet thee I thought 
InromcrefJ)e6Uar higher fb declar'd 
Therefore J/atch'd thy footftepsfrom that hou.. 
5:0 And follow d thee ftill on to this waft wild • 
Where by all beft conje61:Lires I coJlea ' 
Thou art to be my fatal enemy. 
Good reafon then, if I before-hand feek 



Ambitious fpirit, and wouldft be thought my God I To underftand my Adverfary, who 



And ftorm'll: refus'd, thinking to terrific 
Me to thy will; defift, thou art difccrn'd 
And toiril in vain, nor me in vain moleft. 



And what he is; hiswifdom, power, intent 
By pari, or compofition, truce, or league 
To win him, or win from him whatl can. 



To whom the Fiend now fwoln with rage replj'df -^"^ opportunity I here have had 



500 



Then hear, OSonoi Davidy Virgin-born; 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt. 
Of the Mefliah I haffe heard foretold 
By all the Prophets ; of thy birth at length 
Announc'tby Gahriel with the firft I knew, 
And of the Angelic Song in Bethlehem field, 
On thy birth-night, that fung thee Saviour born. 
From that time ftldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 
Thy manhood laft, though yet in private bred ; 
1 ill at the Ford of JorJan whether all 
Flock d to the Baptift, I among the reft, 



To try thee, fift thee, and confefs have found thee 
530 Proof againft all temptation as a rock 
Of Adamant, and as a Centef*, firm 
To the utmoft of meer man both wife and good. 
Not more ; for Honours, Riches, Kingdoms, Glory 
Have been before contemned, and may agen : 
1 hcrefore to know what more thou art than man, 
Jl^orth naming Son of God by voice from Heav'n, 
Another method I muft now begin. 

So faying he caught him up, and without wing 
^1 Hippogrif bore through the Air fublime 



i.o H^°",^^ """^^'^ Baptlz'd, b/voicc from Heav'n i ^iH underneath them fair Jerufakm, 
T? T P''""^""^'^ tlie Son of God belov'd. I f ? ^°^y ^ity hfted high her Towers, 



Thrnrnr P''""^""^'^ tl^e Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth Ithought thee worth my nearer vieW 
And narrower Scrutinv tl,o,T . 'V "^'»'ci »^ 
?n whatdeeree or ri.^ '• u^ ""'Sl^t learr^ 

t uatoegree or meaning thou art call'd 



^nd higher yet the glorious Temple reared 
^^rpilc, far off appearing like a Mount 

y Alabafter, top't with Golden Spires ; 
^ere on the higheft Pinnacle he ia 
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Paradife'P^f^gaind. 



and added thus in fcorn : 
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There ftand, i^ thou wilt ftand; toftand uprigK, 
Will ask thee skill ; I to thy Fathers houfe _ 
Have brought thee, and higheft plac t, higheft is beft 
Now fhew thy Progeny ; ^n^t to ftand, 
Caft thy felf down ; faftly if Son of God : 
For it is written. He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in thir hands 
They 'ihall up Uft thee, Jeft at any time 
Thou chance to dafti thy foot againft a ftone. 

To whom thus Jefus .' alfo it is written, 
Tempt not the Lord thy God, hefaid and flood. 
But Satan.fmitten with amazement fell 
io As when Earths Son Jntar's ( to compare 
Small things with greateft ) in Ira fa ftrove 
With Joves Alcides, and oft foil'd ftiU rofe, 
Receiving from his motlier Earth new ftrength, 
Frclli from his fall, a^d fiercer grapple joyn'd,' 
Throttl'd at length in the Air, expir'd and fell i 
So after many a foil the Tempter proud. 
Renewing frcfli aflaults, amidft his pride 
Fellwhenceheftoodto (ee hisVi£lor fall. 
And as that Thehan Monfcr that propos'd 
570 Her riddle, andhim, whofolv'ditnotjdevour'd ; 

That once found out and folv'd, for grief and fpig 
Caft her felf headlong from th' Ifmenian ftcep, 
So ftrook with dread and anguifh fell the Fiend, 
And to his crew, thar fatconfuking, brought 
loylels triumphals of his hop't fucccfs. 
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\\7\ '"-^^'V^^^^^'^'h ii"u uumay, 

Who durft fo proudly tempt the Soh of God. 

So Satan fell and llrak a fiery Globe 

Of Angels on fuU fail of wmg flew nigh. 
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. Taradife Regain d. 

580 Wboon their plumy Vans rcceiV'd him (oft 
From his uneafie ftation, and upbore 
^g on a floating couch through the blithe Air ' 
Then in a flowry valley fet him down * 

On a green bank, and fet before him fpred 
- A tableof CeleftialFood, Divine, 
Ambi'ofial, fruits fetcht from the Tree of Life^ 
And from the fount of Life AmbroCd drink, 
Thatfoon refrefh'd him wearied, and repaired 
What hunger, if aught hunger had impaired, 

5j»o Or thirfir, and as he ted. Angelic Quires 
Sung Heavenly Anthems. of iis viftofy 
Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 

True Image of the Father whether thron'd 
Inthebofom ofblifs, and light of light 
Conceiving, orremote from Heaven, enfhrin'd 
• In flefhly Tabernacle, and human form, 
Wandring the Wildernefi,* whatever place. 
Habit, or ftate, or motion, ftill exprellin 
The Son of God, with Godlike force indu'd 
Againft th' Artcmpter of thy Fathers Throne, 

t'lo And Thief of Paradife j him long of old 
Thoudidft debel, and down from Heav'n caft 
With all his Army, now thou haft aveng'd 
Supplanted Adam^ and by vanquifhing 
^Temptation, haft rcgain'd loft Paradife, 
And fruftrated the conqucft fraudulent : 
He never more henceforth will dave fet foot 
In Paradife to tempt ; his fiiares are broke-: 
For though that feat of earthly blifs befail'd, 
A fairer Paradife is founded now 

fiioFor^^^^^^andhischofen Sons, whom thou 
A Saviour art come down to re-inft:iU' 
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Where ihey fiiall dwell feciirc, when time fliall be . 
Of Tempter and temptation without fear. 
Butchou, Infernal Serpent, fhalt not long 
Rule in theClouds ; like an Autumnal Star 
Or Lightning thou flaalt fall from Heav'n trod dowa 
Under his feet : for proof, e're this thou feePfl: . 
Thy wound, yet not thy lafl: and deadlieft wound 
Bythisrepulfe received, and hold'fl: in Hell 
No triumph ; in all her Gates Abaddon rues 
Thy bold attempt j hereafter learn with aw 
To dread the Son of God : he all unarm'd 
Shall chafe thee with the. terror of his voice 
From thy Demoniac holds, poffeiHon foul. 
Thee and thy Legions, yelling they fliall flie. 
And beg to hide them in a herd of Swine, 
Left he command them down into the deep 
Bound, and to torment fent before thir time. 
Hail Son of the'moft High, heir of both Worlds^ 
630 Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Now enter, and begin to five mankind. 

Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
SungViftor, and from Heavenly Fcait refrefht 
Brought on his way wjth joy • he unobfcrv'd 
Home to his Mothers houfe private returned. 



The END. 
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Of tktfort of Dramatic Poem which 
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is called Tragedy 
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Ragedy 



! it was anciently compos'd hath 
held the graveft, moralefl, and 
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mofl profitable of all other Poems 
by Arijlotle to be of power by raifing pity 
, or terror, to purge the mind of thole and 
paffions,thatis,to temper and reduce them 
:eafure with a kind of delight, flirr'd up by 
3r feeing thofe paffians v^^W imitated. Nor 
3 wantmg in her own effeds to make good 
tion : for fo in Phy fie things of meiancolic 
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Phil C 1 -"-"••-'-' xviiiuvc ld,lL liUJlUUUrS. 

J olophers and other graveft Writers, as Cicero, 
%Zl ^ u °^^^^^^' frequently cite out of Tragic 
\tk rv? ^° ^'^^^^ ^"^ illuftrate their difcourfe. 
toinf? . ^^^/himfeif thought it not unworthy 
Scriptur ^ °^ ^'^ripides into the Text of Holy 

lOn tile n^ ^^^>"' ^$-^^. and Paraus commenting, 
Uv V^^J'^^f 'f'^jdivides the whole Book as a Tra- 
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not , therefore of this Poem, with good reafon, the An- 

..y , cients and /^^/^^«^ are rather tollovv'd, as of much 

. . ^ ^ - ari; jnore Authority and fame. The meafureof Verlb 

bitious,than before of his attaining to theTyrannv us'd in the Chorus is of all forts,call'd by the Greeks 

. ./2,..^^r,„.ir^i.n^Kprrnnh,c ^v.^ I -^'^ j^fonofirophJc, QIC T^thtT Apoklymefion, withoutre- 



: able to compoft 
fiyfiiu the elder \\^a 



tftus CceJ, 



to pleafe his own judgment with what he had be. I g«''l ^^^ ^° Strophe, Antiflrophe or Epod, which 
gun, left it unfinillit. Seneca the Philofopher is by | were a kind pf Stanza's fram'd only for the Mufic 
Ibme thought the Author of thofe Tragedies ( at then us'd with the Chorus that fung j not effential 
left the bell of them ) that go under that name. I to ^^^^ ^otm, and therefore not material ; or being 
Gregory^Nazianzen a Father of the Chm-ch,thought I divided into Stanza's or Paufes, they may be call'd 
it not unbefeeming the fanflity of hisperfonto!^'^'^''-^!'^/'^^' ^^^^^lon intoAfl and Scene refer- 
write a Tragedy, which lie entitl'd, Chriflfufferm, \ ""g chiefly to the Stage (to which this work never 
Tliis is mention'd to vindicate Tragedy from the! ^^■^^^"'^^"^l^'^) ^^^^^^^ omitted, 
fmall cfleem,or rather infamy , which in the account ^\ fufSces if the whole Drama be found not pro- 
of many it undergoes at this day with other com- H^^'^'^^yond the fift Aft, of the ftile and uniformi- 
mon Interludes ; hap'n«g through the Poets error 1 0> and that commonly cali^ the Plot, whether in- 
of intermixing Comic fluff withTragic fadnefs and (^"^^e or expHcit,which is nothing indeed but fuch 
gravity ; or introducing trivial and vulgar perfons, j J^'^^^orny, or difpofition of t\\Q fable as may fland 
which by all judicious hath been counted abfurdir^il^^vithverifimilitude and decorum; they only 
and broughtin without difcretion,corruptly to gra- r^''^^ bcfl judge who are not unacquainted with 
tifie the people. And though ancient Tragedy ufel "^A^^, Sophocles, and Euripides, the three Tra- 
"- "^ ' " - - "" 6'c Poets unequaird yet by any, and the beft rule 

to all who endeavour to write Tragedy. Thecir- 
jfjfumfcription of time wherein the whole Drama 
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example, within the fpace of 24 hours. 



» — ' "•"-'^aiiuiuu:> xra^eaycominsiuiLuo'fL . -r -;-"--••""- "">;'- - .- - 

tertheancientmanner, much different from whai|S'"s and ends, is according to ancient rule, and , 

among us pafTcs for befl, thus much before-hand 
may beEpifll d; that Chorus is here introduc'd after 

and S r '5^''''''' "°'= ^t^cient only but modern. 
^^ ^tiU in ufe among the It aliens, In the modelling 
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The Argument. 



SAmfbn made Captive^ Blind, and now in the J> 
Jon at Gaza, there to labour as in a comm^ 
'}i;ork-houfe, on a Fefiival day, in the general ct 
fat ion from labour, corMS forth into the open Air to 
flace nigh, fomewhat retired there to fit a while and L 
moan his condition. Wloere he happens' at length to be 'j;i\ 
fited by certain friends and equals of his tribe whk] 
make the Chorus , who feek to comfort him what thti 
can-j then by his old Father Manoa, who endeavours 



liberty by 



oft 



or 



oh 



I 



rfom; lafily , that this Feafi 
claim'' d by the Philiflins <rs a day of Thanksgi-vin/ fi 
their deliverance from the hands of Sarafbn , 
wore troubles hm. Manoa then departs to 
his indeavour v.'itb the ^hiliftian Lords for Sanifon 
redemption ; who in the mean while is Med by oth 
ferjoTfs i and laffy by a fublick Officer to require h 
commg to theFeafi before the Lords and Teople, to pL 
cr jhev^ his firengtb in their prefence ; he at firfl refufe 
djmrjftng the publick Officer with abfohJe denial 

rTi ';. f!^ perfu^ded inwardly that this was frc. 
^od, he yields to iro aln^„. .„;.u L /.. •'..., 

f^cond .,„„ ^„„ ,,.„^, threatnings to fevcn mm 

of"- f 1} 1 "■^ °" ^^^^ place ^ Manoa n 
^J Pyjutl hope . to iyrnr,,rn ^'re long his Soni 

hich difcourfe «" 

r»ore difimiy relaZg7l!!'&' P ^'''i ""^Tu 
done to the PhiUdin, ^ j ^r^^'^P'^P^e, what Samfon hud 

^•itb the Tragedy Tnds ^ '""^'"' ^° ^'"^^^/i '''''''' 
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the chorus yet ? 
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The Perfons. 



Samfon. 

J 

Manoa the Father of Samf! 
Dalila his Wife. 

Harapha ^/Gath. 
Publick Officer. 

Meflenger. ' 

Chorus <?/Danites. 

The Scene kfore the Vrifon i?i 
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A ^^^^^^^™^ Ay guiding hand 
r 7^ To thefedark Heps, alittlcfiartheron: 

For yonder bank hath choice of Sun or ftade 
There I am wont to fit, when any chance ' 
Relieves me from my task offerviJe toyl, 
Daily in the common Prirog^elfeenjoynyrae, 
Where laPrifonerchain'd, fcapRreely draw 
Theairimprifbn'd alfo, clofe and damp, 
Unwholfbm draught : but here I feel amends, 
° The breath of Heav'n frefh- blowing, pure and Cvrect^ 
With day-fpring born j here leave me torelpirCr 
1'his day a fblemn Feaft the people hold 
To D^^ow their Sca-IdoI, and forbid 
Laberious works, unwillingly this reft 
Their SuperlHtion yields me; hence with leave 
Retiring from the popular noife, Iftck 
This unfrequented place to find fome caft, 
Eafe to the body feme, noneto the mind 
From reftlefs thoughts, that like a deadly fwann 
Of Hornets arm'd, no (boner found alone^ 
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Samfon Agojiifles, 



Saf^ons Agonift 




liable to fall 



Times pad, what once I was, and xvhat am n ' I Proudly fccure yet liable to tal 
l":X&c^r^rnyhinhfromH..v,nCS- | ?;icil<cft futtlet.es, not^made torule. 

Twice by an Angel, vvho at laft in fight ■ 



^^ ^^ ^"fiibfei've where wiRlom bears command. 

jj*^' 1 _ 1-„ rr,-,trc^ rr\n (\rrncrTh ti^QtiVj M/irliJ 



OrSi myP S,; all in flame, afcfn ed 'ci^^- '- S^ ""^ t"«*'-"" ""h"'" 

Fix)m 0^^^^^^ Altar, where an Offring burnM, • ^J Hight the gift was, hung it in my Run 

As in a fiery column chanotmg 

His Godlike prefence, and from fome great a<a 

Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham^ race ? 



30 Why was my breeding order'd and prefcriVd 
As of a perfon feparate to God, 
Defiijn'd for great exploits • if I mufl: die 
Betray'd, Captiv'd, and both my Eyes putout^ 
Made of my Enemies the fcorn and gaze ; 
To grind in Brazen Fetters under task 
With this Heav'n-giftcdftrength? O glorious ftreng^ 
Put to the labour of a Beaft, debas't 
Lower than bondflave / Promife was that I 
Should J/9^e/ from Th^fj-jan yoke deliver ; 

^° Ask for this greatrDehverer now, and find hinj 
Eyelefs in Gaza at the Mill with flaves, 
Himfelf in bonds under Vhilifi'tan yoke , 
Yet ftay, let me not raflily call in doubt 
■ Divine Prediftion • what if all foretold 
Had been fulfiU'd but through mine own default, 
Whom have I to complain of but my felf ? 
Who this high gift of ftrength committed to me. 
In what part lodg'd, how eafily bereft me. 
Under the Seal of Clence could not keep, 

'' J^t weakly to a woman muft reveal it, 
Urecome with importunity and tears. 



^ impotence of mind, in body ftrong / 
^ut what IS ftrength without a double fliare 

^^ wiWom, vaft, unwieldy, burdenfom. 



proi 



idl: 



^^^^Vp-xcc I Tnuft not quarrel with the will 

63 But i^*''^^^ ,.>, ^ . * 1-11 

of bisheft difpcnlatioil, which herein 

Happ'ly ^^^^ ^"^^^ above my reach to know : 

Suffices thiit to me ftrength is my bane. 

And proves the fourfe of all my miferies j 

So many, and fo huge, that each apart 

VVould ask a fife to wail, but chief of all, 

Olofsof fight, of thee I moftcomiplain ! 

Blind among enemies, O worfe than chains, 

Dungeon, or bcggery, decrepit age / ^ 

Light the prime work of God to me is cxtmcr, 

And all her various objefts of delight 

Annull'd, which might in part my grief havceas'dy 



70 



Inferiour tothcvileft now become 



xcel 



Of man or worm • the vileft here excel mc, 
They creep, yet fee, I dark in fight exposed 
Todaily fraud, contempt, abufeand wrong, 
Within doors, or without, ftill as a fool. 
In power of others, never in my own j 
io Scarce half I fecm to live, dead more than half. 
dark, dark, dark, am.id the blaze of noon, 
lirecoverably dark, total Ecclipfe 
^^'irhout all hope of day / 
[ firft created Beam, and thoy great A^'ord, 
Let the/c be light, and light was over all ; 
}jiVamI thusbcrcav'd thy prime decree? 
'^c Sun to me is dark 



^"d iilcnt as the Moon, 
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^z?:////^/? Agoniftes. 



VVhen flic deferts the night 
%o Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 
Since Hght fo ncceffary is ro life, 
And almoft life it felf, .if it be true 
That light is in the Soul, 
She all in every part ; why was the fight 
To fuch a tender ball as th'^ye confined ? 
So obvious and fo eafie to be cjucnch't. 
And not as feeling through all parts diffused, 
That flie might look at will through every pore 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light j 
100 As in the land of darknefs yet in light. 
To live a life half dead, a living death, • 
And buried ; but O yet more miferable? 
My ftlf, my Scpulcher, a moving Grave, 
Buried, yet not exempt 
By priviledge of death and burial 
From worft of othfij;evills, pains and wrongs, 
B'Jt made hereby obnoxious more 
To all the miferies of lite. 
Life in captivity 
^^° Among inhuman foes. 

But who are thefe ? for with joint pace I hear 
The tread of many fc.-t {tearing this way j 
Perhaps my enemies who come toftare 
At my affliction, and perhaps to infult. 
Their daily praftlce to afflift mc more. 

Chor. This, this ishej fofrly a while. 
Let us not break in upon him j 

O change beyond report, thought, or behef.^ 
bee how he lies at random, mrr^lnflw r — " 
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With languiOi't head unpropt^ 
As one pall hope, abandon'! 
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Sdinfon Agonijl 




An 



J by himself given over ; 
flavifli habit, lU-fitted weeds 
yre worn and fohd j ' 
n- do niy ^y" raifi^cprtfent ? Can this be he, 
That Heroic, that Rcnown'd, 
Ifi-eliftable S,3w/o» ? whom linarm'd (withftand; 

Ho ftrengf^^ °^ "^^"' °'^ fierccit wild beafl could 
V^ho tore the Lion, as the Lion tears the Kid, 

L j^an on embattell'd Armies clad in Iron, 

' j^nii weaponlefs himfelf, 
Made Arms ridiculous, ufelefs the forgery 
of brazen Shield and Spear, the hammer'd Cuirafi, 
Chalyhean ternper'd fteel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean Proot j 
But fafeft he who ftood aloof, 
When infupponably his foot advanc'r, • 

In fcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 

, Spurn'd them to death by Troops. . The bold 4'f-/- 

:.,o Fled from his Lion ramp, old Warriors turn'd {kmtc 
Their plated backs under his heel i .... 
Or Provlin- foil'd their crcfted helmets in the duft. 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand, 
The Jaw of a dead Afs, his (word of bone 
A thoufand f ore-slans fell , the ffowcr of FaUpn 
In Wr/.-/.c^r finious to this day : ^.^ ^^^^^^^^ 
Then ty mam force pull d up, an 
TheGat^esof ^^^, ^oi\, ancim^l Ba 
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'''No journey of a 



Which fl^all 1 firft bewa^. 
Thy Bondage or loft S.ght, 
■b.:A_ ...:ti,in Frifon 
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Savifoii Agonifl 



InfepamWy dark? v: . 

Thou art become ( O worltirripnlonmcnt/) 
The Dungeon of thy fclf ; thy SouL 
( Which Men enjoying fight oft without cau 
Imprifon'd now indeed, 

" ncfs of the body dwells. 




■lie coi 
(plaui^i 
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j6o]j^ real 

Shut up from outward light 

To incorporate with gloomy nigbt j 

For inward light alas 

Puts forth no vifual beam. ' 

O mirror of our fickle flate, 

Since man on earth unparallerd? 

The rarer thy example ftands, 

By how much from the top of wondrous glory, 

Strongeft of mortal men, 
170 To lo weft pitch of abje£l fortune tligu art fall'n, 

For him I reckon not in high eftate 

Whom long defcent of birth 



Or the (phear of ^rtunc raifes ; ■ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^,_^^ _ __ . ^ ^ 

But dice whole ftrength, while vertue was her mate j^n^e^purable ftrengththeymighcbchold 



Samfon Agonifl es. 

S^fP- Your coming. Friends, revives me, for I Icarn 
IsToW of my own experience, not by talk, 
j^oW counterfeit a coin they arc who friends 
Bear in their Superfciption ( of the moft 
Iv^rouldbe undcrlbod ) in profperousr > 
f hey fwarm, but in adverfe v/ithdraw their head 
IsTot to be found, though fought. Ye fee, O friends, 
How many evils have enclosed me round , 
Yet that which was the woril now Icaft afflicts me, ^ 
Blindnefs, for had 1 fight, confus'd with (hame, 
How could I once lookup, or heave the head. 
Who like a fophfh Pilot have fhipwrack'r, 
My Veffel trufted to me from above, 
Glorioufly rigg'd 5 and for a word, a tear. 
Fool, have divulg'd the fecret gift of God 
To a deceitful Woman ; tell me Friends, 
Am I not fung and provcrb'd for a Fool 
In every ftreet, do they not fa^i^how well 
Are come upon him his defercs? yet why? 



Might havefubJu'd the Earth, 
Univerfally crown'd with highefl: praifcs^ 

Sam. I hear the found of Words, theii- fence theai 
Diffolves unjointcd er'e it reach my ear. ( niigh 

Chor. He fpeak, let us draw nigh. Matchlcfs in 
^^°The glory late of Ifiacl, now the grief, 

\ve come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 

Ii-om E^naol and Zorah fruitful Vale 

To vifit or bewail thee, or if better 

Counfc4 or Confoktion we may brine, 

Sa ve to thy Sores, apt words have power tofvAf 

The tumors of a troubl'd mind 

And ai-c as Balm to fcftcrM N\^ounds 
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In me, of wifdom nothing more than mean ; 
This with the other ftould, at leaft, have paird, 
Thefe two proportion'd ill drove me cranfvcrfc. 

Chor. Tax not di vine dirpofahvifell Men 
Have err'd, and by bad Women been deceived ; 
And ftall again, pretend they ne're fo wife. 
Dcjea not then ib overmuch thy IfiN 
Who ,„„ of ro,-ro» ;hy <» oa b.M«__, ^^ 

Th-i of thine own Tnbe '»''"• "If ' 
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Me, not my Parents, that I fought to wcd 
The daughter of aii Infidel : they knew not 
That what I mentioned was of God • T I/r. 
From intimate impiuie, and therefore urg^d 
The Marriage on ^ that by occafion hence 
f might begin Jfr^elh DeUvcrance, 
The work to which I was divinely calPd • 
She proving falfe, the next I took to Wife 
( O that I never had / fond wifh too late. ) 
i3o Was in the Vale of Scree, Dalila^ 
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Samfon Agonifies. 

Safe to the rock of Etham was rctir'd, 

>Jot flying? b*-*^ fore-cafting in what place 

To ^t upon them what advantag'd bed • 

TViean while the men of JuJab to prevent 

The harrafs of their Land befet me round ; 

I willingly on fome conditions came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 

To the uncircumcis'd a welcom prey. 

Bound with two cords ; but cords tome were threds 

Toucht with the flame : on their whole' Hoft I flew 

^^fe H H H H M ^W ^1 ^k ^v 
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That fpecious Monfter, my accQmpIiflit fharc I Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 
I thought It lawful! ii"om my former a€i: TU^'^r rhnirt^O- vmitin • t-hpv n:ilv livM wli 

And the fame end ; ftill watching to opprefs 



ifi 



She was not the prime caufc, but I my felf, 
Who vanquifht with a peal of words (O weaknefs') 
Ciave up my fort of Clence to a Woman ' 



;o 



The P,i/A/?;;,,, thy Countries Enemy, 
S40 Thou never waft remifs, I bear thee witncfs : 
Yet J/-^ J fell f^,,^es with all liis Sons. 

n r* J5.^' ^'"^^ ^ ^^^^ "0^ o" me, but transf 
UiiJjr^e/ s Govcrnours, and Heads of Tribes, 
Who feeing thofe great afts which God had done 
Ada ite'Sanift their Conquerours 

D hZn^ ^iT; °^- "°^ ^^ =^^1 i^onnder'd 

UsMn?i''^'''^^^°"*^ other fide 

Tire dlT u """^^ "^"^"^'^"d my deeds, (doer,. 

To couK u ' '"'^ '^°"'^ ^'Ot fl^era 



Their choiceft youth ; they only liv'd who fled. 
Had Judah tTiat day join'd, or one .whole Tribe 
They had by this ppflefs'd the Towers of Gath^ 
And lorded over them whom now ihcy ferve , 
But what more oft in Nations grown corrupt, 
And by their vices brought to fervitude, 
Than to love Bondage more than Liberty, 
Bondage with eafe then ftrenuousllbeity j 
And to defpifc, or envy, or fufpccl 
Whom God hath of his fpecial hivour rais'd 
As their DeHverer • if he aught begin, 
How frequent to defert him, and atlaft 
To heap ingraditude on worthieft deeds ? 
Cho. Thywords to my remembrance bring 

How Succoth and the Fort of Tenttel 

Their great Deliverer contemn'd, 

The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 

Of Madim and her vanquifht Kmgs : 

And how ingrateful Efhram 

Had dealt wath Jefbtha, who by argument. 

Not worfe than by his flueld andfpear 

I^efended Ifrad from the Arr^'^^''> 
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I lad not his prowefs quell'd their pride • 
In that {ore battel when fo many dy'd 
W^ichout Reprieve adjudg'd to death, 
For want of wel] pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Sam. Of flich examples add me to the roul 
Me eafily indeed mine may neglect, 
But Goh proposed dclivcrance,not (6. 

Cbor. jurt: are the ways of God, 
And jnftiriaWc to Men j 
UaJeis there be who think not God at all, 
IF any be, tlicy walk obfcure ; 
■^ For of fuch Dbftrinc never was there School, 

But the heart of the Fool, 
3°° And no man therein Doftor but himfelf. 

Yet more there be who doubt his v/ays not jufi, 
As to his own ediils, found contradifting, ' 

Then give the rains to wandring thought, 
Regardlefs of his glows diminution ; 
Till by their own perple^tities involved 
They ravel more, ftill lefs refolv'd, 
. But never find felf-fatisfying folucion. 

As if they would confine th' interminable. 
And tie hira to his own prefcripc, 

And hath full right to exempt 

V.hom(6icpIcareshimbychoice 

From National 0^^^^^^^^^^ 

^i lin, or legal debt ; 

For with his own Laws he can beft difpencc 

No"LTe tC d' "'° "^^- --d nSans, 
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"^o jjLupie Tree, 

P^-omptcd this Heroic ^^.,,;,,^ 
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Samfon Agonifles. 

52oAgalnfl his vow of flriiSlefl: purity. 

To feck in marriage that fallacious Bride, 
Unclean, unchafte. 

Down Reaion then, at Icaft vain rcafoning. dbwn 
Though Rcalbn here aver ' 

That moral verdit quits her of unclean ; 
Unchafte was fublequcnr, her ftain not his. 

But fee here comes thy reverend Sire 
With careful ftep, Locks white as dounc. 
Old Ma7:oah : advifc 
330 Forthwith how thou oughtft to receive hi 
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Sam. Ay me, another inward grief av/ak't. 
With mention of that name renews th'aflault, 

Man, Brethren and men of Dav^ for fuch ye 
Though in this uncouth place ; if old refpeft. 
As I fuppofc, towards your once gloried friend. 
My Son now Captive, hither hath informed 
Your younger feet, while i^ne caft back with zi 
Came hogging after ; fay if he be here. 

Chor. As fignal now in low dejeclcd ftatc, 
HO Asearft in higheft, behold him where he lies. 

Man. O mi(erable change.' is this the man. 
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Equivalent to Angels walk'd their ftrect?, 
' None offering fight ; who (ingle combatant 
Duell'd then- Armies nmk't in proud amf, 
Himfelfan Army, now unequal match 
To flive himfelf againll a coward arm d 
At one fpears length. O ever failing tnil 
3,0 In mortal ftrength .' and oh ^vhat not m nian 
Deceivable and vain/ Nay what thing good 
Pray'd for, but often prove, our woe, oui bane ,^ 
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Smfofi Agonijles.. 



, „,ay'd for Children, and though, barrcnncfs 

£cL Son asalUKnliail'dmc happy ^ 
Whowouldbcno^vaFathcrmmyltcad? 
6 wherefore did God grant me my requeft 
And as a'bleffing with fuch pomp adorn d ? 
Why are his gifts defirable, to tempt 

360 Our earned Prayers, then giv n with folemn hand 
As Graces, dra^ a Scorpions tail behmd ? 
For this did the Angel twice dcfccnd ? tor this 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a Plant ; 
Seleft, and Sacred, Glorious for a while. 
The miracle of men : then in an hour 
Enfnar'd, affaulted, overcome, led bound, 

■ Thy Foes derifion, Captive; Poor, and Blind 
Into a Dungeon thruft^to work with Slaves? 
Alas methinks whom God hath chofen once 

370 To worthieft deeds, if l^through frailty err, 
He fliould not fb oVewhcIni, and as a thrall 
Subjeil him to fb foul Indignities, ■ 
" Be it but for honours fake of former deeds. 

Sam. Appoint not heavenly dlfpofition, Father, 
Nothing of all thefe evils hath bcfall'n me 
But juftly ; I my fclf have brought them on. 
Sole Author I, fble caufe : if aught feem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who have profan'd 
The myfleryof God.glv'n me under pledge 

3S0 Of voWj and have betray M it to a woman, 
A Canaanite^ my faichlcft enemy. 
This well I knew, nor was at all furpris'd, 
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But warn'd by oft experience ; did not flie 
Of Tmna firfc betray me, and reveal 

The fecret wrefted from me in her highth 
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Sawfon Agoniftcs. 

of Nuptiallovc profcff, carrying it iL^;^ 
To them who had corrupted her, my Spies 
nd Rivals ? In this other was there foimd' 
More Faith ? who alfb in her prime of love 
390 Spoufal embraces, vitiated wirh Gold 
Though ofFcrM only, by the fcntconceiv'd 
Her fpuriousfirft-born ; Treafon againft mc? 
Thrlce flie aflay'd with fkueraig prayers and Cchs 
And amorous reproaches to win from me 
My capital fecret, in what part my ftrcngth 
Lay ftor'djin what part fummM,that flic might know : 
Thrictl deluded her, and turn'd to fport 
Her importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly, and with what impudence 
400 She purposed to betray me, and ( which was worfe 
Than undilTcmbPdhate ) with what contempt 
She fought to make me Traytor to my felf ; 
Yet the fourth time, w^ muftring all her wiles. 
With bkndifht parlies, feminine aflaults, 
Tongue-batteries, fhefurceas'd not day nor nighty 
^ To florm me o ver-watch'r, and wearied our 
At times when men feek moft repofe and reft, ■ 
lylelded, and unlock'd her all my heart. 
Who with a grain of manhood well rcfolv'd 
410 Micrht cafilyhave fhook off all her fnares : . 
■ But foul effeminacy held me yok't 
Her Bond-flave 3 O indignity, O blot 
To Honour and Religion .' fcrvilmmd 
Rewarded well with fervil pumOiment . 
. The bafe degree to v/hich I now am fall n, 
• Thefo rags, this grinding is not yetfo baf. 
As was my former fervitude,_ ignoble, 

Unmanly, ignominious, inhnious, ^^^^ 
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True flavcrj, and that blindncfs wor/c than this, 
Thar fawnot how degencratly I fcrv'd. 

Man. I cannot praiTe thy Marriage choifes. Son, 
Rather approved them not ; bur thoudid/l plead 
Divmeimpullion prompting how thoumight'll 
Find fome occafion toinfeft our Foes. 
I ftate not that , this I am fure our Foes. 
Found foon occafion thereby to make thee 
Thir Captive, and tliir triumph; thou the. fboncr 
Temptarion found'ft, or over-potent charms 
To violate the (acred truft of filcnce 
*3oDepo(itcd within thee • which to have kept 
Tacit, wasiiuhypowerj true; and thou Sear'lT: 
Enough, and more the burden of that fault ; 
Bitterly haft thou paid, and ftill arr paying 
That rigid fcore. A worfe thing yet remains, 
This day the Thiliftims a popular Fcaft 
Here celebrate in Gaz^ ; ^d proclaim 

Great Pomp, and Sacrifice, and Praifes loud * 
ToD^^tf;;, as their God who hath deliver'd 
Thcc S^w/3;? bound and bHnd into thir hands, 
4to Them out of thine, who flew'ft them many 
So D^^,;; lliall be magnified, and God, 
Behdes whom is no God, compared with Idols, 
? fc^f' Wafphem^d, and had infcom 
Su u ^''^''' routamidft their wine : 
Wn '"^/",^^^^^;^,.P^rsby means of thee, 
S dW.^ ^W ^^ft<^-ings think theheavieft, 
^LILTk^^^ "^^"^^^hat ever 

Honour, I this pomp have brought 

and advancM his praifes high 
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To Dagon. 
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Among the Heathen round ■ to God have b-ucKr 
Difhonour, obloquy, and op't the mouths * 
Of W^^'^'H^nd Atheifis ; have brought fcandal 
To IJraely dithdenceof God, and doubt 
'In feeble hearts, propenfe anough before 
To waver, or fall off and joyn with idols • 
Which is my chief affliftion, ftamc and forrow 
The anguiflh of my Soul, that fuffers not ' 

460 Mine eye to harbor deep, or thoughts to refl. 
This only hope relieves me, that the fh-ife 
With me hath endj all theconteft is now 

, 'Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hzth prefun 
Me overthrown, to enter Ms with God 
His Deity comparing and preferring 
Beforcthe God of Ahrabam. He, be fare 
Will not connive, or linger, thus provoked. 
But will arifeand his great name aficrt : 
Dagon muft ftoop, and ihall eVe long receive 

470 Such a difcomfit, as (haii quite de/j5oil him 
Of all thefe boafted Trophies won on me, 
And with confufion blank his Worftippers. 

Man, With caufe this hope relieves thee,and djefe 
I as a Prophecy receive ; for Goi^ Cwori 

Nothing more certain will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name 
Againft all competition, nor will long 
Endure it, doubtfull whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagon, But for thee what ftall be done ? 

480 Thou muft not in the mean while here forgot 
Lie in this miferable loathfom phght . 
Neglected. I already have made way 
To fome miipan Lords,' with whom to treat 
About thy ranfom : well they nny by t\^^ 
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Havefatisfi'dthirutmoft of revenge ^ ^ 
By pains and {laverics, worfe than death infliaed 
On thee, who now no more canft do them harm. 

Sam! Spare that propo(il,Futher, fpare the trouble' 
Of that follicitation ; let me here, , - 

490 As I deferve, pa^ on my punifliment 5 
And expiate, if poffiblc, my cnme, 

Shamcfull garrulity. To have rcveard 
Secrets of nien, the fecrcts of a friend, 
Howhainous had the fa6t been, how deferving 
Contempt, and fcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendfhip and avoided as a blao, 
The mark of fool fet on his front ? 
But I Gods counfelhave not kept, his holy lecret 
Prefumptuoufly luve piublifh'd, impioufly, 
500 Weakly at Icaft, and ffiamefully : A fin 
That Graf ifo in thir Parables condemn 
To thir aby(s and horrldu^ins confin'd. 

Man. Be penitent and for thy Etult contrite,^ 
But a£t not in thy own affliction, Son,' 
Repent the fin, but if the punifhment 
Thou cand avoid, felf-prefcrvation bids ; 
Orth' execution leave to high difpoftl, 
And let another hand, not thine, exa£t 
Thy penal forfeit h'om thy felf • perhaps 

510 God will relent, and quit thee all his' debt j 
Wh 



ffionj 



w no evcrn-ore approves and more accepts 
( Beft pkas'd with humble and filial fubmi 
Him Who implunng merry ftes for life, 
1 hen who felf-rigorous choofe death as due : 
Which argues over-juft, and felf-difpleas'd 

Ro;S u'^'T' *^"for God offended. 
Rcjea not then what offer'd means, who kno^vs 
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But God hath fet before us, to return t^*^ 
Home ro thy countrey and hjs Gcred houfc, 

J20 Where thou mayftbringthyoffVings, toav^t 
His further ire, with prayers and vows renewed. 

5.'7W?. His pardon I implore J but as for life. 
To what end ftould I feek it ? wheh in Urcngch 
All mortals I excelled, and great in hopes 
Withyouthfull courage and magnanimous thouj 
Of birth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits 
Full of divine inftinft, jifter fome proof 
Of A6ls indeed heroic, far beyond 
The Sons of Anac, famous now and blaz'd, 

53oFearle(s of danger, like a petty God 
I walk'd about admir'd of ail and dreaded 
On hoftile ground, none daring my affront. 
Then fwoll'n with pride into the fiiarc I fell 
Of fair' fallacious looks, venereal trains, 
Softn'd with plcafure and^voluptuous life ; 
At length to lay my head and hollow pledge 
Of all my ftrength in the lafcivious lap , 

Of a deceitfull Concubiae who fliore me 
Like a tame Weather, all my precious fleece, 

HO Then turned me out ridiculous, difpoii'd, 

. Shaven, and difarm'd among mine enemies. 
Chor. Defire of wine and all delicious drinks, 
U^ich many a famous Warriour overturns. 
Thou could reprefs, nor did the dancing Ruby 

Sparklmg, out-powr'^' '^'^TrZ r£ 
Or tafte fl at cheers the hearts ot Gods or Men, 
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Againfi the Eaftern ray, "-an/lucair Pjc 
With touch stherkl oi Heav'ns iiery rod 
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I Jrmlc, from tht clear milky juice allaying 
Xlin-ft and refrcflit j nor envy'd them the grape 
Wliole heads that turbulent liquor fills With fumes. 

Chor. O madnefs, to think ufc of Iti-ongeft wines 
And ftrongeft drinks our chief (upport of health, 
When God. with thcfc torbidd'n made choice to fear 
His mighty Champion, ftrong above compare, 
VVhofc^rink was only from the hqmd brook. 
5,?w.But what avail'd tins t6mpcrance,not compleat 

560 Againfl auoihei; objca more cnricing ? 
What boors it at one gate to make defence, 
A)id at another to let In the foe 
Effeminatly vanqulfh't ? by which means, 
Now blind, diduartn'd, fliam'd, difhonour'd, quell'd, 
To what can I beufefull, wher.ein ferve 
My Nation, and the work from Heaven impos'dj 
But to fit idle on the houfhold hearth, 
A burdcnous drone ; tp^vifitanis a gaze. 
Or pitied objedl', thefe redundant locks 

57gRobulliousto no purpofe cluftring doWn,- 

Vain monument of ftrength ; till length of years 
' And fedentary numnefs craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obfcure. 
Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread,- 
Till vermin or the draff of fcrvile food 

Confumcmc, and oft-invocatcd death 
Hafl'n the welcom end of all my pains. 

M<m. WiltrhouthcnrervetheP/j//z/?i«« with that 

Which was cxpreily giv'n thee to annoy them ? (g^f^ 
5So Betterac home he bcd-nd, not only idle, 
liiglonous, unimploy'd, with age oat-worn. 
Kut God who caus'd a fountain at thy prayer 
^romthcdry ground to (prmg, thy thirft to allay, 

AficV 
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Caufe light again within thy eyes to fpring, 
\Vherewith to fcrvc him better than thou haft j 
And I pcrfwade mc fo j why clfc this Hangth' 
I^liraculous yet remaining inthofe locks? 
His might continues in thee not for naughty 
iSTor Ihall his wondrous gifts be fruftrate thus. 

Sam, All otherwifc to me my thoughts portend^ 
That thefc dark orbs no more fliall treat with lights 
Nor th' other light of life continue long, 
But yield to double darknefs nigh at hand : 
So much I feel my genial fpirits droop, 
My hopes all flat, nature withinme /eems 
In all her functions weary of herfclf ■ 
My race of glory run, and race of fliame, 
And I fhall fhortly be with them thajrell. 

^c° Man. Believe not thefc fuggeflions which proceed 
^'rom anguifli of the mind and humours black, 
That mingle witli thy fancy. I however 
Muil not omit a Fathers timely care 
To profccute the means of thy dclira-ance 
Byranfom, orhoweKe: mean while be calm, 
And healing words from thefe thy friends admit. 
Sam. O that torment fliould not be confin'd 
To the bodies wounds and fores, 
With niiiladies innumerable 

'^°In heart, head, bre{f,.and reins ^ 

But muft fccret pafliigc find 

To til' inmofl mind, 

There cxercifc all his fierce accidents, 

And on her purcft fpirits prey. 
As on entrails, joints, and Imibs 
\Vith upAvQi-ablc pains, but more liiwnic, ^^^^^.^ 
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Though void of corporal fcnfc. 
My griefs nor only pain me 
As a Hngi'ingdifcafe, 
6,0 But finding no redrefs, ferment and rage, 
' Nor lefs than \\a)unds immedicable 
" Ranckic, and fcftcr, and gangrene, ' 
To black mortification. 

Thoughts my Tormentersarni'd with deadly fiinp^ 
Mangle my apprchenfive tcndereft parts, ^ 

Exafpcrate, exulceratc, and raife 
Dire inflammation \'t^hich no coohnghcrb 
\ Ormcdciaalliqtforcanaffwage, 

Nor breath of Vernal Air from fhpwy jilp. 
«3o Sleep hath forfbok and giv'n me o're 

To deathsbcnumming Opium as my only cure. 
Thence faintjngs, fwounings of defpair, 
And fenfe of Heav'ns defertion. 



Samfi/is Agonijles. 



and the balm; 



.oTbls one prayer yet remains, might I b. ^/a 
^0 long petition, fpeedy death ^'^'^' 

The clofe of all my miferics, anu .ae Dai 
Chor. Many are the fayings of the wjfe 
In ancient and in modern boolcs enroll'd • 
Extolling Patience as the trueft fortitude - • 
And TO the bearing well of all calamities.* 
All chances_ incident to mans fraO life. 
Confblatories Writ . 

With Med argument, and much perfwafion Wht 
5, Lenient ot grief and anxious thought ^ 

But to th' affiled in his pangs thir found 
Little prevails, -or rather feems a tune 

Harlh, and of dilTonantmood from his complaint, 
Unlels he feel within 

Some fource of confolation frftm abov 



^ 



I was his nurfling once, and choke delight, 1 Secret refrefhings, that Vepair his ftreneth 

His dcltin'd from the Vomb, ^ '"^ "" " ' - • ' ■ '- ^ ' 

Promisd by Heavenly meffige tv/icc defccnding. 
Under his fpecial eye 



He led me on to mightieft deeds 
64= Above the nerve ofmortal arm 



amain 



Againft the uncircumcis'd, our enemies. 
But^now hath call mc off as never known, 

wu ^" ^''°^'' "'"^^ enemies, 
Whom I by his appointment had provok't, 
Lett me all helplefs with th' irreparable lofs 
Ut (ight, i-cferv'd alive to be repeated 

The (ubjeaofthir cruelty or fcorn. 
^jor am I m the lift of them that hope ; 
Hopclefs are all my evils, all remedilefs j 



f 



And fainting fpirits uphold. 
God of our Fathers, vAxzr. is man i 

That thou tdwards him with hand /o various, 
fOx might I fay contrurious, 

J_emperfl thy providence through his fliort courfe, 

JJ;Ot evenly, asthouruPft 

■ine Angelic orders and inferior creatures mutc^ 

^^•acional and brute. 

^or do I name of men the common rout, 

^hat wandring loofc about, , 

^I'ow up and perifh, as the fumraer flie, 

^eads without name no more rcmemberd, 

Jj^f fuch as thou haft folcmnly elefled,^ 

^^^h gifts and srraces eminently adorn'J 



^,- I A j^^e great work, thy glory, 
TW-p^d peoples fafery, which in part they effect: 
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or remit 
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lor^ eric— for rhe rr/^fnorc or or«;.T_. % 



Tor. eric-- for the rreff^af; or omilHon, 
Oh Icav'A liKm to the V>oftile fword 



pf T^^^y^^ bound for th' Iflcs 
of Javan or Gadier 

vVith all her bravery on, and tackle trim, 
Sail^ fill'^> and ftr earners Waving, 
,:Courtcd \>y all the winds that hold them play. 
An Amber fcent of odorous perfume 
Her harbinger, a darafel train behind - 
dft exalt tleJ Some rich PhWfiianMatron fne may fcem. 
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and f.-^pbane, their carkafles 



• -rf m* 



^ prey, or elfc captiv'd : 



Or lo the unjult rribu^ ,!n under change of time:, 
A^i co:.-.*nnati'^n of ihe ingrateful raultitude. 



It ti>f<^th 
With 




^^pe, perhaps in poverty 
> .ind dileafe thou bow'ft them down, 



. Painful J* 'afei ^.1 dcform'd. 
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lucedays^ in fine, 
em miferable, 
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And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila thy wife. (^^^^^ ^^^ 

Sam. My Wife, my Traytrefs, let her not come 
Cbo. Yet on flie moves, now ffands and eies thee fixr 
About t' have fpoke, but now, with head decHn'd 
Like a fair flower fLivcharg'd with dew, fhe weeps 
And words addreft feem into tears diflblv'd, 
Wetting the borders of her filk'n veil ; 
But now again fhe makes addrefs to fpeaL 

DaL With doubtful feet and wavering refblution 
I came, ftill dreading thy difplcafure, Samfoh^ 
Which to have merited, without excufe, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; jct if tears 
May expLite ( though the fad: more evil drew 
In the pcrverfe event than I forefaw) 
My penance hath not ilackVd, though my pardon 
No Way affur'd. But conjugal affeftion 
Prevailing over fear, and timerous doubt 
Hath led me on dcfirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy cftate. 
If aught in my ability may Ccxvc 
To lighf"'n what thou Mcv% and appeafc 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power. 
Though late, yet in fome p^rt to recompenfe 
% rafii but more unfortunate mi&i^^d. 
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Yet toward tlicfe thus digr.ifiM, thou oft 

Amidft thir highth of noon, i - - „ i u j , t 

Changcft thy countenance, and thy hand with no rcj ^^^^^^ - ^^^ ^?J^'*)' °^' ^^^ ^^^^'^^e trim. 

Of highcll: favours part ^ (g^^' 

From thee on them, or them to tli£c af fervice. 
Nor only doll degrade them, or remit 



lOI 



To life obfcur'd, which were a fan' difmiflion, 
4^0 But throw'ft them lower than thou didft exalt ttcii) 
Unftemly falls in human eye, 



Too griev^ous for the trefpafs or omiilion, 
Oft Icav'fl: them to the hoflile fword 



(higl: 



Qf Javan or Gadier 

\Vith all her bravery ..,, 

S:uls fill'd, and ftreamers waving, 
:Court.ed by all the winds that hold them play, 
An Amber fcent of odorous perfume 
Her harbinger, a darafel train behind • 
Some rich VhilifiianM^txon fne may feem, 
And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila thy wife. 



Sam. 



(near mc. 
My Wife, my Traytrefs, let her not come 

Cho, Yet on fhe moves, now fl-ands and cles thee fixr 

About t' have fpoke, but now, with head declined 
j'Like a fair flower fiuxharg'd with dew, flie weeps 
And v/ords addreft feem into tears diflblv'd, 
j Wetting the borders of her lilk'n veil : 
But now again fhe makes addrcfs to fpeaL 

Dal With doubtful feet and wavering refblution 
I came, iHU dreading thy difplcafure, Sawfin, 
Which to have merited, without cxxufe, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 
May expLite ( though the fao: more evil drew 
In the perverfe event than I forefaw) 
So deal not with this once thy glorious Championi% penance hath not flack'n'd, though my pardoa 

" ■ '^ - 'No way affur'd. But conjugal affeilion 



Of Heathen and prophane, their carkafles 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or cKe captiv'd : 
Or to the unjuft tribunals, under change of times, 
And condemnation of the ingrateful raultitude. 
If thefe they ^cape, perhaps In poverty 
With fickncfs and difeafe thou bow'ft them down, 
700 Painful difeafes and deformed, 
In crude old age ; 

Though not difbrdinate, yet cauflefs fuffiing 
The punifhmcnt of diffolute days, in fine, 
Juft or unjuft, ahkc fcem miferable. 
For oft alike, both come to evil end. 
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The Image of thy ftrength, and mighty miniftcr. 
What do 1 beg ? how haft thou dealt already ? 
Behold hun in this ftate calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canft, to peaceful end. 

But who IS this, what thing of Sea or 
Female of fcx it (cems, 

That fo bcdeckt, ornate, and gay, 
<-omes this way failing 
Like a ftately Ship 



Land ? 



Prevailing over fear, and timerous doubt 

Hath led me on defirous to behold 

Once more thy face, and know of thy cftate. 

'f aught in my ability may (erve 

^o lighf^n whiit thou fuifcr'il, and appeafe 

Thy mind with what amends is m my power, 

Though late, yet in fome pxrt to recompen/c 

% rafh but more unfortunate mifdeed. 
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5.^/;;?. Out, out Hj^a • thcfc arc thy wonted arr 
. And iirts of every woman talle like thee, ^ 

To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 
Then as repentant to fubniit, bcfcccb. 
And reconcilement move with feigned remorf^ 
Confefs, and promife wonders in her change, 
Not truly penitent, but chief to tiy 
Her husband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 
His vertue ot wcaknefs which way to affail ; 
Then with more cautious and inftruftcd skill 
, Again tranfgreffes, and again fubmits ; 

760 That wifeft and beft men full oft beguil'd 
With goodnefs principled not to rejecSi: 
The penitent, but ever to forgive. 
Are drawn to wear out miferable days, 
Entangl'd with a poyfnous bofbm fiiake. 
If not by quick deftru£tion fbon cut off 
As I by thee, to Ages an example. 

Dal Yet hear me, Sar/?fon ; not that I end 
To leffen or extenuate my offence, 
But that on th' other fide if it be wcigh'd 

^7^ By it felf, with aggravations not furcharg'd, 
Or elfe with juft allowance counterpois'd, 

^ I may, if poUible, thy pardon find 

The eafier towards me, or thy hatredlcifs. 
Fjrft granting, as I do, it was a weakaefs 
In me, but incident to all our fcx, 
Cimofity, inquifitivc. importune 
Of fecrcts, then with like infirmity 



'OUT 



common 



'^ Was^^t not weaknefs alfo to make known 
{'or importunity, that is, for naught, 

Wherem confifted all thy ftrength and fafety ? 
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To what I did thou (hcwdft mc firfl the way. 

But I to enemies reveal'd, and fhould not. 

IsTor ftouldll thou Iiavetruflcd that to womans frailty 

EVe 1 to thcc, thou to thy fclf waft cruel. 

Let wcaknefs then with weaknefs come to pari 

So near related, or the fame of kind, 

Thine forgive mine • that men may cenfure thine 

790 The gentler, if feverely thou qxzQ: not 
More ftrength from me, than in thy ftlf was founi 
And what it Love, which thou intcrpret'ft hate. 
The jealoufie of Love, powerful of fway 
Inhuman hearts, nor lefs in mine towards rh^-^ 
Caus'd what I did ? I faw thee mutable 
Of fancy, fcard left one day thou wouldft leave me 
As haziTtmna^ fought by all means therefore 
How to endear, and hold thee to mc fir'meft : 
No better way I faw than by importuning 

^'"^ To learn thy fecrets, get into my power 

Thy key of ftrength and fafety : thou wilt /ay. 
Why then reveal'd ? I was affur'd by thofe 
Who tempted me, that nothing was defign'd 
Againft thee but fafe cuftody, and hold : 
That made for me, 1 knew that liberty 
Would draw theeJ:'orth to perilous enterprifts, 
While I at home fate full of cares and fears 
Wailing thy abfcncc in my widow'd bed ; 
Here I IJiould ftill enjoy thee day and night 
^^ine and Loves prifbner, not the VhiUfiina, 
Whole to my felf, unhazarded abroad, 
Fearlefs at home of partners in my love. 
The(e rcafons in Loves law have paft i<x good, 
Though fond and rcafonlefsto forae perhaps j 
And Love hath oft, well meaning, wrought mud 
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Smfon Agoniftes, 



Yet always pity or pardon hath obtuin'd, 
Be not unlike all others, not auflcre 
As thou art flrong, inflexible as Heel. 
If tliou in llrcngth all mortals doll exceed. 
In uncompaffionate anger do not To. • 

8:a Sa??7, How cunningly the forferers difplays 
Her own tranfgrcilions^ to upbraid me mine ? 
That malice not repentance brought thee hither 
By this appears : I gave, thou fay'H, tlf example 
I led the way * bitter reproach, but true, 
.1 to my (elf was fal(e eVe thou to mc, 
Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 
'I'ake to thy wicked deed : which when thou feeft 
Impartial, fclf-(evere, inexorable, 
Thou wilt renounce thy feeking, and much rather 

^^oConfefs itfcign'd, weakhcfs is thy excufe, 
And I believe it, weaknefi to refift 
Thilifiian gold : if weaknefs may excuft, 
What Murtherer, what Traytor, -Parricide, 



« 



Inceftuous, Sacrilegious, hut may plead it ? 
All Wickf Jnefs is weaknefs ; that plea there 



fore 



With God or Man will gain thee no remiffion. 
But Love conflrain'd thee ; call it furious rage 
lo fatisfic thy luft : Love fceks to have Love; 
My love how couldft thou hope, who tookft the way 

4= loraife in me inexpiable hate, 
i^nowing as needs I mufl, by thee bctray'd ? 
In vain thou ftriv'ft to cover ftame with fhame, 
O^ bye.afionsthy cnn^.c uncoverft more. 

ual. bnicethou detcrmiafl weaknefs for no pica 
in man or wc ' 

VA,,. r '^^^^^ ^ '"'^'^> what fiiarcs befides, 



\i^^.y^' ™!?"^ though to thy own condernningi 



'^^ ^p gat n^, round, cVe I confcnted ', 
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Which might have aw'd the befl refolv'd of men. 
The confl:antefl:,to have yielded without blame. 

sso It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'H, 

That. wrought with me : thou know'il the Magiftratc- 
And Princes of my countrey came in perfon, 
Solicited, commanded, threatn'd, urg'd, 
Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil Duty 
And of Religion, prcfs'd how juft it wa^j 
How honourable, how glorious to entrap 
A common enemy, who had deflroy'd 
Such numbers of our Nation : and the Prieil 
Was not behind, but ever at my e-^'-, 

860 Preaching how meritorious with the gods 
It would be to enfnare an irreligious 
Difhonourer of Dagon : what had I 

To oppo(e againft fiich powerful arguments ? 

Only my love of thee held long debate; 

And combated in filence all thcle reafbns 

With hard conteft : at length that grounded maxmi 

So rife and celebrated in the mouths 

Of wifeftmen ; that to the public good 

S70 Private refpefts muft yield j with grave authority 
Took full pofleffion of me and prevailed ; ^ 
Vertue, as I thought, truth, duty (b enjoining. 

Sam. I thought where all thy circling wiles would 
In feign'd Religion, fmooth hypocrifie. C^ndj 

But had thy love, ftill odioufly pretended. 
Bin, as it ought, llncere, it would have taught thgc 
Far other reafbnings, brought forth other deeds. 
I before all the daughters of my Tribe 
Aad of my Nation cholcthee from among 

15 So My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou knew'lt. 



Too well, unbofojn'd all my iccrets to thee, 



Not 
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Not out of Icvit/, biit over-powr'd 
By thy reqncft, who could deny thee nothing • 
Yet now am juug'd an enemy. Why then ' 
Didft tbou at Hrll receive me for thy husband ? 
Tlien, as fince then, thy countries foe profeft ■ 
Being once a wife, for me thou waft to ]eave 
Parents and counrrcy ; nor was I their fubjevSl 
Nor under their prote<5]:ion but my own. 
Thou mine, not theirs : if aught againft my lifg 

'^ Thy countrey fought of thee, it fought nnjuffly 
Againft the law o[ nature, law of nations. * 

_ No more thy countrcy, but an impious crew 
Of men confpiring to uphold thir Hate 
By worfe than hoftile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our countrey is a name (b dear • 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But zeal mov'd thee • 
To pleafe thy gods thou didft it ; gods unable ' 
To acquit themfclvcs and profecute their foes 

^ But by ungodly deeds, the contradifti 
Ot their own deity, Gods cannot be : 
I^ls therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fear'd, 
1 hele falfe pretexts and varni&'d colours failing. 
Bare m thy guik how foul muft thou appear ? 
DaL In argument with men a woman ever 
Ooes by the worfe, whatever be her caufe. 

W-Za Iu!_r "^ «^ ^^'-'^^ no doubr, or lack of 



ion 



ave fucceeded beft. 



-».. X was a tooj, too r 
TowarSrr T • ^'"^ ^^^^ recompence 

^"g^^ded- only what remains paft cure 
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Bear not too fenfibly, norftillinfift 

To afflict thy fclf in vain : though fight be loft 

£ife yet hath many folaccs, cnjoy'd 

Where other fenfcs want not their delights 

At home in Icifure and domeflic cafe, 

Exempt from many a care and chance to which 

s:o Eye-fight expofes daily men abroad. 
' I to the Lords will intercede, not doubting 
Thir favourable ear, that I may fetch thee 
From forth this loathfom prifbn-houfe, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 
With nurfing diligence, to me glad office, 
May ever tend about thee to old age 
With all things grateful chear'd, and fo fuppli'd," 
That what by mc thou haft loft thou leaft fhaltmiG- 
Sam. No, no, of my condition take no care j 

53° It fits not J thou and I long fince are twain ; 
Nor think me fo unwary or accurft 
To bring my feet again into the fnare 
Where once I have been caught • I know thy trains 
Though dearly to my coft, thyginns, and toy Is; 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have power, their force is nulPd, 
So much of Adders wifdom I havcleai'n'c 
To fence my ear againft thy forceries. 
If in my flower of youth and ftrength, when all racn 

540 Lov'd, honoured, fear'd mc,thou alone couldft hate mc 
Thy Husband, llightme, fcilmc, and forgo mc; 
. How wouldft thou ufc me now, blind, and thereby 
Dcceiveablc, in moft things as a child 
Helplefs, thence eafily contcmn'd, and fcorn d, 
And laft neglefted ? How would ft thouinfult 
When I muft live uxorious to thy will 
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Samfon Agonifl^ 



In perfect thraldom, how again betray me. 
Bearing my words and doings to the Lords 
To glofs upon, and cenfuring, frown or finilc ? 
P50 This Gaol I count the houfe of Liberty 

To thine, whofc doors my feet Ihall never enter. 
DaL Let me approach at lead, and touch thy hand 
Sam, Not for thy life, left fierce remembrance 
My fuddcn rage to tear thee joint by joint. (wake 
At diftancc I forgive thee, go with that; 
Bewail thy falftiood, and the pious works 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuftrious women, faithful wive? : 
Cherifli thy haft'n'd widowhood with the gold 
^° Of Matrimonial treafbn : fb farewel. 

Dd. I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 
To prayers than winds andfeas, yet winds to feas 
Are rcconcil'd at length, and Sea to Shore ; 
Thy anger unappeafable, ftill rages. 
Eternal tempeft never to be calm'd 
Why do I humble thus my fclf, and fuing 

Forpeace,reapnothingbutrepuire and hate? ' 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 

Ut mtamy upon my name denounc't ? 
'7- ro mix With tliy concernments I defift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own 

JXkhT ^''^\t? '' dou^bVmo7hT 

£^rs ^^^^^^ '^^.^^^' *' other whke, 

MTLme nf^^^^ '^ ^'' ^^Id ^^ne flight. 
Inte ??/^^ ^-?"g *e CircumciJd 
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i»soOf falfhood moft unconjugal traduc'r. 
But in my countrey where I moft dcfirc, 
Ir^ Ecron, Gaza, Afdod^ and in Gath 
I {hall be nam'd among the famoufeft 
Of Women, fung at folemn feftivals. 
Living and dead recorded, who to favc 
Her countrey from a fierce deftroyer, chofe 
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 
With odours vifited and annual flowers. 
Not le(s renown'd than in Mount Epbraim^ 

P^o Jaely who with inhofpitable guile 

Smote Sijera flccping through the Temples nail'd. 

Nor fliall I count it hainous ro enjoy 

The public marks of honour and reward 

Conferred upon me, for the piety 

Which to my countrey I was judgM to have £hewn. 

At this who ever envies or repines 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

Chor. She's gone, a manifeft Serpent by her fting 
Difcover'd in the end, till now conccal'd. 
JO Sam. So let her go, God fent her to debafe me. 
And aggravate my folly, who committed 
To fuch a viper his moft facred rrufl: 
Of fecrefie, my fafety, and my life. ^ 

Cbor. Yet beauty, though injurious, hath Itrange 

After offence returning, to regain Cpow^''^ 

Love once pofleft, noi* can be eafily 
Repuls'r, without much inward palHon fclc 
And fecret ftini^ of amorous remorfe. 

Sam. Love quan-els oft in pleafing concord end, 
ro Not wedlock-trechery endangering hfe. 

Cho. It is notvertue, wifdom, valour, wit. 
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Strength, comlinefsof ftape, or ampleft merit ^^ 
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That womans love tan win or long inherit • 

But what it is, hard is to fay, 

Harder to hit, . 

. ( Which way focvcr men refer it ) 

Much hke thy riddle, Samfon^ in one day 

Or (even, though one (hould mufmg fit ; 
If any of thcfe or all, the Timnian bride 
3° Had not fb (bon preterr'd 

Thy Paranymph, worthIe/5 to thee conipar'd-' 

Succeflbur in thy bed. 

Nor both fb loofly difally-d 

Thir nuptials, nor this laft (b treachcroufly 

Had fliorn tlie fatal harveft of thy head. 

Is it for that fuch outward ornament 

■ Was lavifli't on their Sex, that inward gifts. 
Were left for hafte unfinifn't, judgment fcant,^ 
Capacity not raisd to apprehend 

40 Or value what is beft 
In choice, but ofteft co affeft the wroncr > 
Or was too much of felf-love mixt, * 
Of conftancy no root infixt, 
That either they love noticing, or not Ion p ? 

What e re it be, to wifeft men and bel 
Seeming at firft all heavenly under virgin veil, 
Soft, modeft, meek, demure, ^ 

InS'f ' "u' ""T'^'l^- proves, a thorn 

■ Draws hi " ^'^"''"'' °^ ^^ ^^a" '^h^'"^^ 
J^raws him awry enflav'd 

WhSw ft '"'''"J '^^'^^ ^^^^^- -in ends: 
i'llot (0 expert hue needs muft wreck 
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EmbarquM with fuch a Stears-raate ac the Hcln, = 
Favoui-'d of hcav'n who finds " 

One vertuous rarely Bund 

.Tliatin domefticgood combines- 
.0 Happy that houfe i his way to peace ^ fmooth ■ 

But vertue which breab through all oppofitj " 

And all temptation can remove 

Moft (hines and moft is acceptable above 
Therefore Gods univerfalLaw 

Gave to the man defpotic power 

Over his female in due awe. 

Nor from that right to part an hour. 

Smile fhe or lowre : 

So Ihall he leafl confufion draw 
7'> On his whole life, not fway'd ' 

By female ufurpation, or difmayU 
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Chor. But this another kind of tempcft brines. 
Sam. Be lefi abftrufc, my riddling days are pafL 
Chor,^ Look now for no inchanting voice, i 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher ton one 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his&Kle, 
The Giant Harapfja of Gatk, his look 
80 Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 
Ilefs conjefture than when firftl law 
The fumptuous DaUa floating this way : 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 
Saw. Or peace or not, ahke to me he comes, 
Cho,His fraught wee fbon fliall know,he now arrives^ 
Har. I come not S amfo 1 i. .1 . 1 - 
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As the(e perhaps, yet wilh it had not been. 
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Though for no friendly mtcnr. I am of G^;^^ 

.Mencall me Tlarapba, ot He-'- renown'd 
AsO£or^w^>5;andthc7rw??^iold 

That X^ri.?//j^w held, ihoii knowll me now 
If ch ju at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats performed 
Incredible to me, in this difplcas'd, 
That I wa5 never prcfcnt on the place 
Of thofc encounters, where we might have trl'd 
Each others force in camp or lided field : 
And now am come to fee of whom fuch noifc 
Hath walkM about, and each limb to fuvvey, 
If thy appearance anfwer loud report. 
Sam. The way to know were not to (ee but tafte, 
Har. Dofl: thou already fmgle me ? I thought 
Gives and the Mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Had brought mc to the field where thou art Eim'd 
. . To have wrought fuch wonders with an Affes Jaw j 
I fliould have forc'd thee fbon wiih other arms, 
Or left thy carkafs where theAfslay thrown : 

So had the glory of ProweG been recovered 

10 To Valefiine, won by zThiUfiine 
From the unforeskinn'd race, of whom thou bear'lt 
The higheft name for valiant A6ls, that honour 
Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee, 
I lofe, prevented by thy eyes put out, (b^^ ^ 

, Sam, Boaft not oi what thou wouldfl have done, 
What then thoii would'ft, thou feed it in thy hand. 

Har, To combate with a bhnd n^an I difdain, 
And thou haft need much wafhing to be toucht. 
Sam. Such ufage as your honourable Lords 
J20- Afford me aflliffinated andbetray'd, 

Whodurft not with thir whole united powers ^ 
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Samfon Agonijles, 

In fight withftand mc finglc and unarm'd 
Nor in the houle with chamber Ambuftc's 
Clore-banded durft atraque me, no not fleepin <. 

. Till they had. r'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her Marraigc Faith to circumvent me 
Therefore without feign'd ftife let be aflignM 
Some narrow place enclos'd,where fight may give thee 
Or rather flight no great advantagfon me ; * 

.soThen put on aU thy gorgeous arms, thy HeJmct 
And Bngandnie of brafi, thy broad Hairge'n • 
Vant-brafs and Greves, and Gauntlet, and thy Spear 
A V^ eavers beam, and fcvcn-times-folded fhield 
I only with an Oak'n ftaffwilJ meet thee * 

And raife fuch out-cries on thydatter'd Iron 
Which long fhallnot with-hold me from thy'head, 
Thatin a little time while Wath remains thee. 
Thou oft ftall wifh thy felf at Gath to boaft 
Again in fiifety what thou wouldft have done 

HoTo Samfon, but fliall never fee Gath more. 
Har. Thou durft not thus difparage glori( 
Which greateft Heroes have in battel worn,, 
Thir ornament and fafety, had not fpells 
And black enchantments, fome Magicians Art 
Arm'd thee or charm'd thee ftrong, which diou from 

Heaven 

Feigndftatthy birth was giv'n thee in tayhair. 
Where ftrength can leaft abide, though all ihy hairs 
Were briilles rang'd like thofethat ridge the back 
Of chaPt wild Boars, or ruffl'd Porcupines. 
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Sam. I know no Spells, ufe no forbidden Arts • 



Mytruftis in the living God who gave me 
At my Nativity this ftrength, diftus'd 

No left through all my finews, joincsand bones, 
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Then thine, while I prefervM thefc locks unfh 
Theplcdejc of aiy unViolatcd vow. 
Forproorhercof, i^Dagon be thy god. 
Go to his Temple, invoaitchisaid 
With fblemneft devotion, fprcad before him 



-> 



orn, 



How 



fj/- 



tcft, 



Ofleringto combat thee his Champion bold 
With th' utmoft of his Godhead fccondcd : 
Then tKou Ihak fJe, or rather to thy fbrrow 
Soon feci, whole God is ftrongeft, thine or mine* 
Hot. Prefumcnotonthy God, whate'rehebe 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut ojfr 
Quite from his people, and delivered up 

'7°Inu) thy Enemies hand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fctter'd fend thee 
Into the coinmon Prifbn, there to grind 
Among the Slaves and.AlIes thy comrades, 
AsgoTidfi^r lothingelfe, no better fcmce 
With fhofe thy boyftVous locks, no worthy match 
For valour to aflail, nor by the fword 
Ot noblemrriour, fo to ftaine his honour, 
But byjthe Barbers razor bell: fubdu'd. 

rsor '^'^'^* All thcfe indignities, for fuch they are 
From thine, thefe evils I dcferve and more, 
Acknowledge them from God mflidlcd on mc 
Juitly yet defpair not of his final pardon 
VVhofe eans ever open- and his eye 
gracious to re-admit the fuppliant ; 
In confidence whereof I once again 
i^cfac thee to the trial of mortalfight, ' 
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By combat to decide whofegod is God 
Thine or whom I with i/rWs5ons adore. 

Har. Fair honour that thou dofl thy God,in truftine 
He will accept thee to defend hiscaufe, 
A Murtherer, a Revolter, and a Robber, (me thefe ? 
. Sam. Tongue-doughtie Giant,how doft thou prove 

Har. Is not thy Nation fubjccl; to our Lords ? 
Thir Magiftrates confcfl it, when they took thee 
As a League-breaker and delivcr'd bound 
Into our hands : for hadfl thou not committed 
Notorious murder on thofe thirty men 
KtAskalon^ who never did thee harm, 
Then like a Robber ftripdft them of their robes ? 
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Went 



Thilifiines^ when thou hadll'broke theleagu 



To others did no violence nor fpoil. 
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And in your City held my Nuptial Feaft: 
But your ill-raeaning PoMtician Lords, 
Under pretence of Bridal friends and guells^ 
Appointed to await me thirty Ipies, 
Whothreatning cruel death conftrain'dthe bri 
To wring from me and tell to them my iecret, 
That folv'dthe riddle which I had proposed. 
When I perceivMall fet on enmity. 
As on my enemies, where ever chanc'd, 
lus'd hoftility, andtook thirfpoil 
To pay my underminers in thii* coin. 
My Nation was fubjefted to your Lords. 
It was the force of Conqucft; force with force 
Is well ejeAed when the Conquered can. 
Biu I a private pcrfon, whom my Countre/ 
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220 As aleagnc-brcakcr gave up bound, prefuni'd 
Sino-Ie Rebellion and didhoftilc A61:s. 
I was no private but a perfbnrais'd 
With llrcngth liifficient and command from heaven 
To Free my Counrrcy ; if their fcrvile minds 
Me thir deliverer fent would not receive. 
But to thir Mailers gave me up for nought, 
Th' unworthier thcy-y whence to this day they Icrve. 
I was to do my part from Heav'naflign'd,- 
And had pevform'd it if my known offence 
230 Had not difabrd me, not all your force : 
Thefe floiifts refuted, anfwer thy appellant 
Though by his blindnefsniaim'd for high attempts, 
Who now defies thee thrice tofingle fight. 
As a petty enter prife of fiiiall enforce. 

Har. With thee a Man condemn'd,a Slave enrol'd 
Due by the Law to capital punifhnjent ? 
To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 

Sam, Cam'ft thou for thiSjVain boafler,to furvey me, 
To defcant on my ftrcngth, and give ihy verdit ? 
=4° Come nearer, part not hence Topflight informed j 
But take good heed my hand furvey not thee. 

Har, O Baal-z^ehub I can my ears unus'd 
Hear thcle diihonour.s, and not render death ? 

Sarn. No man with-holds thee, nothing from thy 
Fear 1 incurable; bring up thy van, (hand 

My heclsare tettcr'd, but my fill is free, 

Har. This infolence other kind of anfwer fits. 

W Go baffl'd coward, left I run upon thee, 
^lh>ughmthefb chains, bulk without (pirn: vaft, 
'^° And wah one bufict lay thy ftruaure low, 
Orfwing thee in the Air, theh daft thee down 



TrvtU 1 J rr ' '■'"^li'Jain tneeaow 
1 o thchawrdof thy brainsandlhatter'd fides. 



Har 



Samfc 



A^omfl 



•J". 117 

Har. By Jfiaroth e're long thounnlt lament 
Tliefi braveries in Irons loaden on tlice. 

Chor, His Ginntfliip is gone fomewhat cre{l-^''!'n 
Stalking wkhlefsunconfci'nableftridts, • ' 

And lower looks, biic in a fukrie chafe. ' 

Sam. I dread him not, nor all his Giant-brood 
Though fame divulg'd him Father of five Sons ' 
:5o All of Gigantic fizc, Goliah chief 






hor. He willdireaiy to the Lords, I fear. 
And with malicious counftl ftir them up 
Some way or other yet further to afBicl thee. 



W 



Sam. He mufl allege fome caufe, and oflerM fight 
ill not dare mention, left a qiicftion rife 
Whether he durft accept the ofier or not. 
And that hedurft not plain enough appearU 
Much more aiHiftion then already felt 
They cannot well irtipofc, norlfuftain ; 
270 If they intend advantage of my labours 

The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no fmall profit daily to my owners. 
Btit come what will, my deadUeft foe will prove 
Myfpcedieft friend, by death to rid me hence. 
The worft that he can give, to me the beft. 
Yet lb it may fall out, becaufe thir end 
Is hate, ^not help to me, itmay with mine 
Draw thir own ruin who attempt the deed. 
Chor, Oh how comely it is and how reviving 
asoTo the6'piritsof juftmcn longoppreft/ 
When God into the hands of thir deliverer 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the Earth, th' oppreflour. 
The brute and boift'rous force of violent men 



Hardy and induftrious to fupport 
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Tyrannic power, but raging to purfuc 
The righteous and all fuch as honour Truth ; 
He.allthir Ammunition 
And feats of War defeats 
With plain Heroic magnitude ormind 
And cekftial vigour arm'd, 
Thir Armories and Magazins contemns. 
Renders them ufelefs, while 
• With winged expedition 

Swift as the lightning glance he executes. 
Hiserrand on the wicked, whofurprisM 
Lofe thir defence diftracEled and amaz'd. 

w 

But patience is more oft theexercile 
. Of Saints, the trial of thir fortitude, " 
300 Making them each his own Deliverer, 

And Victor overall 

That tyrannic or fortune can inflici-. 

Either of thefe is in thy lot, 

Samfiit^ with might endu'd 

Above the Sons ot men ^ but fight bereav'd 

May chance to number thee withthofe 

Whom Patience finally muft crown. 

This Idols day hath bin to thee no dayof reft^ 
Labouring thy mind 
3IO More then the working day thy fiands. 
And yer perhaps more trouble is behind- 
rorl deicry this way 
Some dther tending, in his hand 
A Scepter or quaint ftafFhe bears. 
Comes on amain fpeed in has look. 
Byhishabitldircemhimnow 
A Public Officer, and now at hand. 

His meaagewUl be fhort and voluble. 
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Off. Ehews^ the Vrls'nQ-San/fo^i herd .^^^ 
Chor. His manacles remark hinj, there he & ' 
Off Samfcn, to thee ourLordi thusbid mefay- 
This day loDagon isa fbicmn Feaf}-, ' 

With Sacrifice:s, Triumph, Pomp, and Games- 
Thy ftrength they knowfurpaHing human race, ' 
And nowfbmc public proot thereof requii-e 
To honour this great Feaft, and great Aflembly • 
Rife therefore with all fpeed and come along, ' 
Where I will fee thee heartn'd and frefli clad' 
To appear as fits before th' illuftrious Lords, 

Sam, Thouloiowlll am ^n Ebrev^^ thereio*. 
Our Law forbids at thir ReL'gious Rites 



(them, 



My prefencej for that caufe I cannot come. 

Off, This anfwer, be affur'd, will not content them. 
» Sam, Have they not fword-players', andev'ry (brt 
OfQymnic Artifts, Wreftlers, Riders, Runners, 
Juglers and Dancers, Antics, Mummers, Mimirs, 
But they mud pick me out with fhacklestir'd. 
And over'Iabour'datthirpiiblick Mill, 
To make them fport with blind activity ? 
DotHey not feekoccahon of new quarrels 
On my refufal to diftreis me ic.ore. 
Or make a game of my calamities ? 
Return the way thou cam'll, I will not come. 

Off. Regard thy fclf, this will offend them highly, 
Sam. My (elf? my confcicnce and internal peace. 
Can they think me ib broken, • (b debased 
With corporal fervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condefcend to fuch abfurd commands? 
Although thir drudge, to bethirfoolor jefter. 



?5o And in my midftofibrrowand heart-grief 
"To fhew them feats, and play before thir god, 

H4 



Th« 



r 



~i 



1 

f 



i 









Jk 



'V^,> 







'li»: 



m 



I 



I -m 




Y 



r 



120 Samfon A^onifles^ 

Thcvvorfl- of alj indignities, yet on me 

Joyn'd with cxtream contempt ? IwiJlnoccomc 
Off, My mcflage was impos'd on me with fpeed 

Tv^ooks no delay : is this thy refblution ? '* 

Sam, So take it with what (peed thy mefTare needs 
Ojf, lamfbrry what this ftoutnefi will produce. ^ 
Sa. Perhaps thou fhalt have caufe to fbrrow indeed 
Chor. Confider, Samfin}, matters now are ftrain'd' 
sfioUp to thehighth, whether to hold or break - 

He's gone, and who knows how he may report 

Tl:iy words by adding fuel to the flame? 

Expc£l another meflagemore imperious. 

More Lordly thund'ring then thou well wilt bear. 
Sam, Shall I abufe this Confecrated gift 

Of ftrcngth, again returning with my hair 

After my great tranrgrelHon, fo requite 

Favour renewed, and add a greater fin 

^y proftitutmg holy things to Idols • ' 
37° A Nazarite in place abominable 

Vaunting my ftr^ngth in honour to ihiv D agon ? 

Befidef, how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 

What aft more .execrably unclean, prophane ? 

ChoK Yet with this ftrength thou ferv'ft the P/j/7/- 

Idolatrous, uncircumcis'd, unclean. (pnes,. 

Sam Notinthirldol-worfhip, but by labour 

Honcft and lawful to defer ve my food 

Ot thofe who have me in thircivil power. ( not. 

3S0 c''''\^J;r'^'^''^^''J^y^s"ot,outwardaclsdefile 
3S0 -^- Where outward force conftra 

co^Dagon, (1 

^ds command. 



Bmvho conftrains me to the Tempi 
CoLnS"^ ^ ^^ePW^..„ Lores commanc 
i Qo It heely , vcntunng to difpleafe 
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God for the fear of Man, and Man prefer, 
Set God behind ; which in hisjcaloufic 
' Shall never, unrepented, find forgivencfs. 
Yet that he may difpenfe with me or thee 
Prcfentin Temples at Idolatrous Rites 
350 For fbme important caufe, thou needft not doubt. 

Chor, How thou wik here come off furmounts my 
Sam. Be of good courage, I begin to feci (reach,- 
Some rouzing motions in me which difpoic 
To (bmcthing e:ctraordinary my thoughts. 
. I with this Mcflenger will go along. 

Nothing to do, be fare, that may difhonour 
Our Law, orftainmy vow of iV^zs^m^. 

If there be ought ofpreQge in the mind, 

This day will be remarkableinmylife 

400 By fbme great ait, or of my days the lafl. 

chor. In time thou haft refblv'd^ the man returns. 



Off. Samfc 
To thee I am bid fay. 



Art thou our Slave, 
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Our Captive, at the public Mill our drudge. 
And dar'ft thou at our fending and command 
Pifpu'ce thy coming? come without delay- 
Or we fhall find fvich Engines to affail 
And hamper thee, as thou fhalc come offeree, 
Though thou art lirmlier faftn'd then a rock. 

5^w. I could be well content to try thir x^rr, 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 
Yet knowing thir advantages too many, 
Becaufe they fhall not trail me through thir ftrccts 
Like a wild Bcaft, I am content to go. 
Mafters commands come with a power refiftleli 
Tofach as owe them abfblute fubjeffion ; 




God 



And foi^a life who will not change his purpofc ? 
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( So mutable are all the ways of men ) 
Yet this be fijre, in nothing to comply 
4:0 Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 

Off. I praife thy rcfolution, doff thefe links .• 
By this compliance thou wilt win the Lords 

To favour, and perhaps to fet thee free. 

Sam. Brethren farewel, your company along 
_I will not wifii, left it perhaps offend. them 
To fee me girt with Friends ; and how the fight 
Ofme as of a common Enemy, 
So dreaded once, may now exafperate them 
I know not: Lords are Lordliell in thir wine ; 
And the well-fcafted Prieft then foonefi: fir'd 



43 



.1, 



No lefs the people on thir Holy-days 
Impetuous, infolent, unquenchable j 
Happ'n what may, of me expeft to hear 
Nothing diflionourable, impure, unworthy 
Our God our Law, my Nation, ormyfelf, 
1 he lalt oJ: me or no I cannot warrant. 
Chor. Go, and the Holy One 

Ot Ifraelhe thy guide 
,40 To what may ferve his glory beft, and fpread his name 
^reat among the Heathen round : 
Send the Angel of thy Birth to (land 
Faftbythefide, who from thy Fathers field 
Rode up m flames after his meffage told 
Of thy conception, and be now a fhield 

Be efficauous in thee now at need. 



4J0 



i^ or never was from Heavnn it^r.' . j 
M nflirr- r^f a ! \?^^^^n imparted 

M.a(meofltrengthfogccattQmorta 



mortal feed. 
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AsinthywondVoiis a.f{:ionsh:ith been fjccn. 
5ut wherefore comes old Mama in fuchhaft 
\Vith youthful fteps ? much livelier then cVe while 
lie Ceems : fuppoling here to find his Son, 
Or of him bringing to us (bme glad news ? 

Ala/i. Peace with you brethren ; my inducement 
Was not at prcfcnt here to find my Son, (hither 

By order of the Lords new parted hence 
T6 come and play before them at thir Fcail, 
ifiolhe^i'dallaslcame, the City rings 
. And numbers thither flock, I had no will. 
Left Ifhould fee him forc't to things unfecmly. 
But that which mov'd my couiing now, was chiefly 
To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good fucceis to work his liberty. 

Chor. That hope would much rejoyce us to partake 
With thee ; fay reverend Sire, Wethiril to hear. 
Man. I have attempted one by one the Lords 
j Either at home, or through the high fh-eet pailmg, 
j 470 With fuppHcation prone and Fathers rears 
j To accept of ranfbme for my Son thir pris'oner, 
■: Some much averfe I found and wondrous harfh. 
Contemptuous, proud, fet on revenge and fpitej 
That part mofl revcrenc'd Dagon and his priefts. 
Others more moderate feeming, but thir aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They eafily would fet to (ale, a third 
More generous far and civil, who confefs'd 
They had anough reveng'd, having reduc't 
^^° Thir foe to mifery beneath thir fears, 
The refl: was magnanimity to remit, 
If fome convenient ranfom weie proposU 
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What noifc or fliout was that ? it tore the SUle. 
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124 Samfoit AgoJiifies.. 

Chor. Doubtlefs the people fliouting to behold 
Thir once great dread, captivc,and blind before them 
Or at fbme proof of fti-ength before them lliown. ' 

Man. Hisranfbm, if my whole inheritance ' 
May compafs it, fhall willingly be paid 

And numberd down; much rather I fhall chufe 
^yo To live the poorcft in my Tribe, then richeft 

And he in that calamitous prifon left. * 

No, I am Ext not to part hence without him. 

For his redemption all my Patrimony, 

If need be, I arn ready to forgo 

And quit : not wanting him, Ifiiall want nothing. 
Chor Fathers are wont to lay up for thir Sons,''" 

1 hou tor thy Son art bent to lay out all • 

Sons wont to nurfc thir Parents in old age ' 

Thou in old age car'll how to nourfc thy Son 
500 Made older then thy age through eye-fieht loif 
Ma.. It fhaU be my'delightfo te'n3 hi eyet 

And view him fitting m the houfe, enobl'd 

That of fv'"''^'^' ^T"g '^^^"^ ^hofe locks', ^ 

A It ^^^^f^O'i arm'd the llrength contaJn'd • 
A^ I perfwade me God hath not pl!Litted ' 

cl^Zt "^7 ?° S-""^" "P ^"h his hair 
Sfuhfuiru'^°"^'^™^'^^^Camp 

Nouo fit id wiui rr;::.f r^^^^^ 

God wil rXre Sm evT? ^^-Sht was not loft. 
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Conceiv'd agreeable to a Fathers lo^e 
In both which we, as next participate. ' 
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Horribly loud unlike .hZZ^^Zl'' '''' ' ^"" 

Chor. Noifc call you it oruniverfal groan 
As it the Whole inhabitation perifh'd 

Ruin, deltruclion at the utmoft point ' 
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Chor. Thy Son is rather flaying them* t^m. 
Frona flaughLof one foecouffiSd ""^''"^ 
M^^ut S-^^icdifmal accident it needs muft be • 
W hat fhall we do, % here or run and fee ? ' 

Chor. Beft keep together here, left running thither 
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■ From whom could elfe a general cry be heard > 
The fuffcrers then will fcarce molefl us here, 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What It his eye-fight (for 10 Ifrcels God 
Nothmg is hard) by miracle reftor'd, 
He now be dealing dole among his foes, 
And over heaps of flaughtcr'd walk his way ? 

Man. That were a joyprefumpnjous to be though 

Chor. Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old - what hmders now ? 

Man, He can I know, but doubt to chink Jie will; 
Yet Hope would fain fubfcribe, and tempts Belief. 
A little ftay will bring fbme notice hither. 

Chor, Otgood or bad fb great, of bad the /boner* 

For evil news rides poll, while good news bait?. 
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Yso And to our wifh I fee one liither fpccding, 
AxiEbrew^ aslguefi, and of our Tribe. 

McfT. O wHitherftiall Iruji, or which way flle' 
The light of this fb horrid fpeilacle 
Which earft my eyes beheld and yet behold j 
For dire imagination flillpurfuesme. 
But providence or iaftin6t of nature ftcms. 
Or reafoii though difturb'd, and fcarfe confultcd 
To have guided me aright, I know not how. 
To the firil reverend hAanoa^ and to thefe 

5^0 yiy Countrcymen, whom here I knew remaining. 
As atfbmediflancefrcun the place of bprr.our. 
So in the fad event too much concerned. 



Man 



With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear not, 
No Preface needs, thou feeft we long to know. 

MeJL It would burft forth, but J recover bn 
And fcnfc diffaraft, to know well what I utter. 

Man, Tell us the fum, the circumflance defc 

MeJ]'. Gaz^a yetilands, but all her Sons are ft 
All in a moment ovcrwhclm'd and falPn. 

Ma?h Sad, but thou knowft to Ifradifes not i 



Thedefolationof a HoftilcCity. 

ilie/^. Feed on that firft,there may in grief 1 

Man, Relate by whom. Mejj'. By Samfo 
( Man. That Hill lefTcns 
The forrow, and convcrs it nigh to joy. 

Mej[, Ah M^w()<^ I refrain, too fuddenly 
ro utter what will come at lafl too foon ; 
i^eltcvil tidings with too rude irruption 
560 .^""S thy aged ear fhould pierce too deep. 

Man. Sufpenfe m riews is Torture, fpeak the 

Mej], Then take the worll in brief, W^J 
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Man. The worfl-inMp...? r\ 



000 



At once both todefltoy and be deftroy'd • 
The Edifice where all were met to fee him 
Upon thir heads and on his own he Dull'd. 



Man, 
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To free bm hence ! but death who L !\\ f ct 
Hath paid his ranfom now and R,I1 difchamc 
What windj joy this day had I concci v'd ^ 
Hopeful of his Delivery, which now proves 
Abortive as the firft-born bloom of fp^;n<j 
Niptwith the lagging rear ofwinteis froft. 
Yet e re I give the rains to grief, fay firft, 

?ni! ^t^ ^cu ^'^'^ to life is crown orfhame. 

;,o Al by him fell thou fay'ft, by whom fell he. 

What glorious hand gave Samfo„ his deaths wound > 
MeJJ. Unwounded of his enemies he fell 
Ma». Wearied with flaughter then or how ? explain. 

MeJ/. By his own hands. ^ 

Man, 

Brought him To foon at variance with himfelf 
Among his foes ? Meff ~ 



canil, 



Eye-witnefs of what firft orlaftwasdone, 
Relation more particular and diftinft. 

Meffl Occaiions drew me early to this City, 
And as the gates I entered with Sun-rife, 
The morning Trumpets Feftival proclaim 'd. 
Through each high Ih'ect : little I had difpatch'c 
When all abroad was rumour'd that this day 
Samfon fhould be brought forth toihew thepec 
Proof of his mighty Itrcngth in feats and games 
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I (()rrowM at his captive fbtc, but minded 
Not to be abfcnt::.trharrpe6iaclc. 
The building was a fpccious Theatre 
Half-round on two main Pillars vaulted high, 
With feats where all the Lords and each degree 
Of fort, might fet in order ro behold, 

«2oThe other fide was op'n, where the throng 
On banks and fcaffolds under Side might fland j 
I among thefe aloof obfcurcly flood. 
TheFeafland noon grew high, and Sacrifice 
■ Had fiird thir hearts with mirth^high chear,and wine- 
When to thir fports they turn'd. Immediately 
Was Samfon as a public fervant brought, ■ 
In ihir ftate Livery clad j before him Pipes 
And Timbrels, on each fide went armed euards. 
Both horft and foot before him and behind 

^3« Archers, and Slingers, Cataphra6ls and Spears. 
At fight of him the people with a fhout 
Riitcd the Air clamouring thir god with praifc. 
Who had made thir dreadful enemy thir thrall. 
He patient but undaunted where they led him, 
Came to the place, and what was fet before him 
Which without help of eye might be afiTay'd, 
To heave, puU, draw, or break, he fliU perform'U 
All With mcredible, flupcndious force. 
None daring to appear Antagonift. 

«4o At length for inrcrmiffion fake they led him 
Bet ween the pillars ^ he his guide requeffed 
CJ^ or fo from fuch as nearer Hood we heard) 
As ovcr-tu-'d to let him lean a while 



jjo 



iTelt in his arms, with head a v/hilcrnclin d. 

And eyes faftfixt he flood, 

Or f^n:c great matter in his mmd 

Atlaft with head ercil thuscrycd aloud. 

Hitherto, Lords, what your commands impOo" J 



as one wuo pray d, 

:vuiv d. 



Ihaveperform'd, as reason was, obeying. 
Nor without wonder or delight beheld. 
Now of my own accord fuch other tryal 
I mean to fhew you of myftrength, yet greater ; 
As with amaicfnall ftrike all who behold. 
Tloisutter'd, flraining all his nerves he bow'd. 
As with the force of winds and waters pent, 
When Mountains tremble, thofe two maflie Pillars 
With horrible convulfion to and fro, 
He tugg'd, betook, till down they came and drcNV' 
Thewholeroof after them, with buril of thunder 
j Upon the heads of all v/ho fat beneath. 

Lords, Ladies, Captains, Councellon, orPriefls^ 
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Thu- choice nobility and flower, not only 
Of this but each Vljilijlian City round 
Met from all parts to fblcmnize this Fcafl- 
Samfon with thefe immixt, inevitably 
Puird down the fame deftruftionon himfelf^ 
The vulgar only fcap'd who flood without. 

Chor, O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious! 
Living or dying thou hail fulfilPd 
'The work for which thou wafl foretold 
To Ifraelj^ andnowly'ft viclorious 
Among thy flain felt-kill'd 
Not willingly, but tanglM in thefold, 
Of dire ncceflity, \\ho(c law in deatli conjoint 
Thee with thy flaughtcr'd foes iii number more 
Then all thy life bad fluin before. 



^ 



T 




t 



T 



5tfw;* 






L. 






1 





I k 



\ 



!t« 





•u 



'i 



^' 




Samfoli Agonifl 



SnmfoJi Aj^onifl 




cso Scmichor. While ihir hearts were jocund & fublinic 
Drunk Vith Idolatry, drunk with Wine, 
And fatrcgorg'd of Bulls and Goats, 
Chauntingthir Idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
InSilo his bright Sanctuary ; 

Among them he a fpirit of phrenzie Icnl: 
W^ho hurt chir minds, 

^ And urg'd ihemon with mad dcfire 

To call iia haft for thir deftroyer j 
es-o They only fet onfportandplay 

Unwcetingly importuned 

Thir own dcftrucaion to come fpeedy upon them. 

Sofond<ire mortal men" 

Fall'n into wrath divine, 

As thir own ruin on themfe ves to invite 

Infcnfate left, or to fenfe reprobate, 

And With blindnr/^ int/^mil {\^',^^V 
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Scmichor. But he thoudi blind of fighr 
^fpis'd and thought extiiieuifh't quite, ' 

7°» With imvurd eyes illuminated 
His fierie veitue rouz'd 

From under allies into fudden flame, 
And as an ev'ning Dragon came, ' 
Aflailant on the perched roofts, 
• And nefts in order rang'd 
Of tame villatic Fowle ; but as an Eagle 
His cloudlefs thunder bolted on thir heads. 
So vcrtuc giv'n for loll, 

7'° Like that felf-bcgott'n bird 
In the Arahim woods cmboft, 

1 hat no Hcond knows nor third 
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And lay c're while a Holocauft, 
From out her afhie womb now tecm'd. 
Revives, rcflouriflies, then vigorous inon: 
VVhen mofi: unaflivc dccm'd, 

And though her body die, her fame furvives, 
A fecular bird ages of lives. 

Ma77. Come, come, no time for lamentation no^ 
Nor much mure caxifc, Samfon hiith quit himfclf 
Like Samfon^ and heroicly hath finlfli'd 
A life Heroic, on his Enemies 
Fully re veng'd, hath left them years of mourning. 
And lamentation to the Sons of Chaptor 
Through all Vhiliftian bounds. To Ifrael 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this occafion. 
To himfelf and Fathers houfc eternal fame • 
And which is beftand happieftyer, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was feard 
But favouring and affifting to the end. 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock thebreaft, m weaknefs, no contempt, 
Difpraife, or blame, nothing but well and fair,' 
And what may quiet us in a death fo noble. 
Let us go find the body where it lies 
Sok't in his enemies blood, and from the ftreani 
With lavers pure and clcanfing herbs walTi off 
The clotted gore. I with what fpeed thee while 
(Gaza is not in plight to fay us nay) 
Will (end for all my kindred, all my friends 
To fetch him hence and (blemnly attend 
With filcnt obiequie and funeral train 
Home to his Fathers houfe : there will I build him 
A MonUiment, and plant it round with (hade 
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of Laurel evergreen, and Branching Palm 
With all his Trophies hung, and Aftscnroll'd 
In copious Legend, or fwect Lyric Song. 
Thither Hiall allthc valiant youth rcfbrr, 
'7S0 And from his memory inflame thir brcafts 
To matchlcfs valour, and adventures high : 
The Virgins alfolhall on feafifull days 

Vjfit his Tomb with flowers, only bcwailinfr 

ills lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 
From whence captivity and lofs of eyes. " 
C/jor Allisbeft, though we oft doubt. 
What th' unfearchable difpofe 
Ofhigheflwirdom brings about. 
And ever bell found in the clofe! 
760 Oft he feems to hide his face, ' 
But uncxpecaediy returns 
And to his faithful Champion hath in place 

And aJI that band them to refift 

g^5uncontroulab]eiritcnr, 

H^ ftrrants he with new acquifl 

Ut true experience from this great event 

Wuh peace and confoktion hath difoift. 

And calm of mind all paffion fpent. * 
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